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Mr. BRADBURY presented five petitions from 
citizens of Maine, praying that corporal punish- 
ment may be abolished in the Navy of the United 

tes. , 
es from citizens of the same, asking that the 
goirit ration may be abolished in the Navy: all of 
ghich were referred to the Committee on Naval 
ffairs. 
ae. MORTON submitted documents relating 
io the claim of the administrator of Darius Garra- 
soar during the Florida war; which were re- 
ferred to the Committee of Claims. 

Also the memorial of the heirs of Woodbury S. 

Nichols, asking indemnity for French spoliations 


prior to 1800 ; which was referred to the select || 


committee. 

Mr. CHASE presented the memorial of the 
Board of Trustees of the Protestant University of 
the United States in Ohio, asking a grant of public 
iand; which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

Mr. CLAY. I rise to present a petition trans- 
mitted to me by the widow of a revolutionary offi- 
cer, Mrs. Merebah Chandler, of New York. She 
states that her destitute condition, her poverty, and 
want, call for the means of subsistence. She also 
states that her late husband, a revolutionary soldier, 
being entitled to a pension by the act of 1818, did 
not receive that pension, because his pride re- 


strained him from taking the oath required by thett | 


act. But he is dead, and his widow is left with 


two daughters; and she now prays that the arrears |, 


of the pension due to her husband according to 
the provisions of that act, which his pride restrained 
him from obtaining, because of the oath which 
was required, may now be paid her. I move that 
the alin 


be dispensed with, and that it be re- || 


ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 
The memorial was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. it states that her husband served six 


yearsas a soldier and petty officer in the war of || 


the Revolution, and was honorably discharged by 
General Washington; that he received little or no 
pay for his services, save the satisfaction of hav- 
ing served his country faithfully; that he never 
held office, and received no pension under the act 
of 1818, because unwilling to swear himself a pau- 
per, nor until the change of the law in 1826, from 
which time he drew a pension until his death, in 
1836, ten years after. 
to be unable to walk; that she is dependant on 
her pension of $80 a-year as a revolutionary sol- 
dier’s widow; that her daughters, both widows 
like heraelf, are destitute of property, and that her 
pension is utterly inadequate to provide her with 
the barest necessaries of life. She asks Congress 
togrant her the eight years’ pension payable to 
her husband ander the act of 1818, which he failed 
toreceive through his irresistible repugnance to 
swearing himself a beggar. 

Mr. CLAY. [have also a petition from an old 
soldier—not very old either, but one that served 
in the Mexican war, and I believe for four or five 
years in the United States army. When the man 
called upon me to present his petition, 1 was really 
very much affected. by his apparent sincerity, and 
the truthfulness of his narrative. He claims only 
the small sum of twenty dollars from the Govern- 
ment, which he considers due in honesty and fair- 
hess, but which, fur want of the strict legal proofs 
required, the accounting officers in the ‘Treasury 

partment have not felt authorized to allow. 
Congress, not being restricted by those rules of 


evidence required by the officers, may, if the evi- | 


dence be satisfactory, allow the claim; and | hope 
it will be allowed. I believe no one can read his 
narrative without being satisfied that he tells the 
truth and nothing but the truth. £ move that the 
Petition be referred to the Committee of Claims. 
The memorial was referred to the Committee of 
Claims. ‘The petitioner, John McAvoy, sets forth 
that he was compelled to pay twenty dollars to 
ptain Ford, master of a vessel chartered, as. he 
believed, to carry sick and woanded soldiers to 
New Orleans; that the payment has been proved 
by his affidavits filed in the Second Auditor's 
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for compensation for furnishing supplies to | 


She says she is so infirm as | 
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| 1849, on account of General Worth’s order not 


|| being produced, and which cannot now be done, 
|; and because his wife was not mentioned in the 
|| quartermaster’s affidavit, though she was one of 
the thirteen women allowed each company; and 
he appeals to Congress, hoping, in consequence 


| 


honorably discharged from two enijistments, as 
appears in the records of the War Department,) a 


| deaf ear will not be turned to a poor old soldier || 


|, whose prime of life has been spent in fighting the 
|| battles of his country. 


PURCHASE OF MOUNT VERNON. 
|| Mr. CLAY. 
\| have been requested to present; and really, sir, I 


|, be a most remarkable coincidence. 
submitted a resolution, which I hope the Senate 
will permit to be taken up and passed, relating to 
_ the purchase of the manuscript copy of the Farewell 
| Address of the Father of his Country. I had 
| scarcely presented that resolution when I was re- 
| quested to go to the door, where I met a stranger, 
|| who bore a petition from Pennsylvania, numerous- 
| ly signed, requesting Congress to purchase Mount 
|| Vernon. The petitioners state that, in their opin- 
ion, that property should be national; that it is less 
|| accessible in the hands of private individuals than 
it should be; but that if it belonged to the Repub- 
lic all could repair to it as to a political Mecca of 
their country. I do not know that this object can 


| discussed, both by the public press and in public 
| and private circles of the country, and the whole 
| difficulty has been as to the use to which the coun- 





that, if it be not unhealthy, it might be made use 
| of as a situation for a marine hospital, accompa- 
| nied with botanic gardens; but whether these ob- 
|| jects can be or cannot be accomplished, | am not 
|| prepared to say. AllI 
|| petition be received and referred to the Committee 
|| for the District of Columbia, which I think will be 
|| perhaps the most proper one. 

‘| The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. BADGER presented the memorial of Ed. 
Hill and others, asking indemnity for spoliations 
prior to 1800; which waa referred to the select 
committee. 

Mr. MANGUM submitted documents in rela- 
tion to the claim of the heirs of William Wood- 
| worth to the renewal of his patent right; which 
| were referred to the Committee on Patents and the 
Patent Office. 


RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED. 
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| tion: 
| Resolved, That, in the opinion of the Senate, the Secretary 


of State may and ought to audit the claims of John Hogan, | 
for his services and losses heretofere incurred, as a cunfi- | 


| dential agent of the United States in St. Domingo, and pay 


|, equity and justice, out of the contingent fund for foreign 


|| intercourse. 


|| Mr. SEWARD submitted the following resolu- 
tion: 


* Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed | 
|| to inquire and report concerning the propriety of giving to | 


|} Captain David Cook, of the British barque Sarah, some suit- 


i 


|| fire on the Atlantic Ocean, 
| port of New York. 


| PAPERS WITHDRAWN FROM FILES. 
On motion by Mr. HUNTER, 


Ordered, That the memorial of Elisha Munroe, on the 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Commitiee on Pen- 


sions. 
Also, that the petition of the Tredegar [ron Company, on 
the files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on 


Naval Affairs. 
On motion by Mr. BRADBURY, 


Ordered, That the petition of Peter Greer, on the files of 


the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


{| office; that his case was rejected on the 17th May, | 


| of his services, (having been at the battle of Oke- | 
|| chubbe under Colonel Taylor, and having been || 


I have another petition which I 


_ have been very much struck with what seemed to | 
Yesterday I | 


| be accomplished. Itis a subject that has often been | 


| try would apply it, ifit purchased Mount Vernon. || 
| Some apprehensions have been entertained as to | 
| the salubrity of its situation. Itis believed by some | 
| 


ask at present is, that the | 


Mr. SEWARD submitted the following resolu- | 


| the batance which sball be found due, upon principles of 


able token of the approbation of Congress of his gal.ant and 

humane conduct in rescuing the passengers, officers, and 
crew of the American ship Caleb Grimshaw, destroyed by 
and bringing them in safety to the 


STONAL GLOBE. 


OR THIS SESSION. 





On motion by Mr. KING, 


Ordered, That the petition of George 8. Gaines, on the 
1} = of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Indian 
airs. 


On motion by Mr. BALDWIN, 


Ordered, That the petition of Ann Dodd, on the files of 
| the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


| 
/ 
| Mr. SOULE, from the Committee on Com- 
| merce, to which was referred the memorial of P. 


Pavenstedt and Schumacker, reported a bill fer 
their relief. 

Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Com- 
| merce, to which was referred the petition of citi- 
| zens of Bangor, Maine, reported a bill making an 
appropriation for a custom-house at Bangor, in 
the State of Maine. 

Mr. DAYTON, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, to which was referred sundry memorials 
| relating to the patent of Thomas Blanchard, re- 
}] ported a bill giving further remedies to patentees. 

Mr. CLEMENS, from the Committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims, to which were referred the pa- 
pers relating to the claim of Charles Gunter, re- 
|| ported a bill to relinquish the reversionary interest 
|| of the United States to a certain reservation in the 
State of Alabama, and to confirm the title of C. G. 
'| Gunter thereto, accompanied by a report, which 
| was ordered to be printed. 
| Ordered, That the bill be engrossed and read a third time 


i 
| Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on Revo- 
| lutionary Claims, to which were referred the doc- 


i 
t} 

i 
|] 


j 
| 
| 


uments relating to the claim of William Vawters, 
reported the following resolution, which was con- 
|| gidered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the claim of the legal representatives of 
|| William Vawters, being,as appears, for half pay, and there 
‘| being law for the settlement of such claims, the memoria! 
and accompanying docuinents be referred to the Secretary 
of the Interior for settlement. 


Mr. BUTLER, from the Committee on the Ju- 
| diciary, to which was referred the bill to regulate 
‘| appeals from the trial of issues in the District of 
|; Columbia, reported back the same with an amend- 
ment. 

Mr. DOWNS. I have an amendment to offer 
|| from a minority of the committee, which I wish 
1 to present now, that it may be printed for the use 

of the Senate. It is aa follows: 

So. 6. And be it further enacted, ‘That the benefit of this 
act be and the same hereby is extended to all cases in which 
bills of exception may bave been, or hereafter may be filed, 
in which the verdict on the trial on an issue from the or- 
phans’ coart has been, or may be certified by order of said 
circuit court, or one of the judges thereof: “Provided, how- 
ever, That the writ of error thereon shall be sued out within 
five years from the certificate of said verdict. 

“So. 7. And be it further enacted, ‘That, in case the Su- 
preme Court of the United States shall, under the provisions 
of this act, reverse the rulings of said circuit court, and 
award a new trial of an issue heretofore certified upon ver- 
dict, it shall and may be lawful for the orphans’ court, at 
any time hereafter, upon receiving a full transcript of the 
whole proceedings in said circuit court, touching said issue, 
and for the purpose of giving effect to any subsequent ver- 
dict which may be certified to said orphans’ court, to strike 
out any judgment or order heretofore passed in said court, 
and to make all necessary and proper entries to reinstate 
the proceedings in said orphans’ court, upon such notice to 
the parties, and in such manner as may seem right and 
proper to said orphans’ court. 

“Suc. 8. And beit further enacted, That it shall be law- 
ful for the Supreme Court, upon motion made, to reinstate 
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|| on its docket any case coming within the province of this 

|| act, which may heretofore have been dismissed for want of 

|| jurisdiction only: Provided, The court shall think the same 
right and proper.” . 

The motion to print was agreed to. 

\|| Mr. BUTLER also, from the same committee, 
to which had been referred the memorial of Wil- 
liam E. Aisquith, asked to be discharged from 
the further consideration of the same. 

This memorial, said the honorable tleman, 
was sent to the Committee on the Judiciary, un- 
der an allegation that it involved a question of 

law, which the committee should decide. The 
committee have examined the papers with great 
care, and they find no question of law involved in 
the case, and therefore they ark to be discharged 
from the further consideration of the memorial. 

| I may here observe that it is perhaps due to this 

gentleman that | should say a word in reference to 

this memorial. It appears that he was tried and 


\ 
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cashiered by a court-martial for some alleged of- i 
fence. Stung with mortification at what he regard- | 
ed os an injury to himself, he joined a battalion at | 


Baltimore as a private soldier. He went to Mex- 
ico, where he obtained distinction and was highly 
thought of by those who were in the battalion. 
Ite entiated the sympathies and good opinions of 
the officers of the battalion, and they recommend- 














aper, Which those who are conversant with the 
Ridtory of the country at the time will recolfect 
was published at Philadelphia by an extremely 
respectable and intelligent gentleman, Mr. Clay- 
poole, called the Daily Advertiser. Gen. Weshing- 
ton selected that paper for the publication of his 


'| Farewell Address; and, after it was committed to 


ed that he be restored to his former rank, to which | 


the President, Mr. Polk, assented, 
Vera Cruz, on his return to this country, he re- 


Whilst at | 


ceived intelligence that the Senate had not con-— 
firmed the nomination which was intended to | 


restore him to his rank. I suppose it was because 
they did not like to interfere with the decision of 
a court-martial, on the groand that their action 
might interfere with the commissions or rank of 
other officers. 1 move that the committee be dis- 


charged from the further consideration of this || 


memorial. 


The question was then taken, and the motion | 


was agreed to. 


On motion by Mr. DOWNS, 


Ordered, That the Committee on Private Land Claims be | 
discharged from the further consideration of the petition of | 
Joseph P. Williams, and that it be referred to the Committee || 


on Public Lands. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


A message was received from the President of | 


the United States, by Colonel Biiss, his Secretary, 
in answer to the resolution of the 17th instant, 
relative to proceedings in California, on forming a 
constitution; which was read, and, on motion by 


Mr. ‘TURNEY, ordered to be printed, with the | 


accompanying documents. 


A message was also received from the President | 


of the United States, transmitting a copy of the 
convention between the United States and his Ma- 


isfaction of claims of American citizens upon the 


i 
jesty the Emperor of Brazil, providing for the sat- | 


Government of Brazil; which was read, and re- | 


ferred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
a report from the Secretary of War, accompanied 
by a statement of the expenditures made during 
the year ending 31st December, 1849, from the 
appropriations for contingencies of the military 
establishment; which was read. 


WASHINGTON’S FAREWELL ADDRESS. 

Mr. CLAY. I beg leave to ask the Senate to 
allow the resolution which I presented yesterday, 
in relation to the purchase of the manuscript of the 
Farewell Address of Washington, to be taken up. 

The VICE PRESIDENT put the question on 
the motion to proceed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, to the consideration of that resolution, 
and it was agreed to. 

The resolution was then read, as follows: 

Resolved, ‘That the Joint Committee on the Library of the 
Senate and Héuse of Representatives, be authorized and di- 
rected to purchase the manuscript of the Farewell Address 
to the People of the United States of George Washington, 
if the purchase can be effected on just and fair terms inthe 
opinion of the committee. 

Mr. CLAY. Mr. President, I intended that 
that resolution should be a joint one, and I believe 
the Secretary has given it that form at my in- 
stance. 

Sir, 1 did not wish to trouble the Senate in pre- 
senting this resolution. I was anxious to accom- 
plish the object it proposes without the formality 
of the passage of a resolution by Congress, and I 
addressed myself to the Joint Committee on the 
Library in consequence of a wish to avoid the 
passage of any resolution. 
the subject into their consideration, and came to 
the conclusion that, as they had never heretofore 
applied the funds intrusted to them to the pur- 
chase of manuscripts without the sanction of Con- 
grers, they could not venture on any expenditure 
for the purchasing of this manuscript without 
some other authority than that which they now 
possessed. This reply led me to the 
of this resolution. if 
plates could have been accomplished without pre- 


senting it here, I would not have taken up one. 


moment of the precious time of the Senate. 


me to the presentation of this resolution, 


It is about coe ste years ago since General | 


Washington, the 
sal consent, addressed to the people of the United 


The committee took | 


ather of his Country, by univer- |, 


| a private feeling of attachment; it isa broader, more |! 


ow || though fortunately it turned out not to be true— 
: Sa aaee 1} 
he object which it contem- | 


| 


I wil! now state some of the motives which led | 


| his thirst was 
| American son of Washington, as we all are, who 


| whole of the revolutionary war. 
| camp, confided to me by an old lady of some eighty | 


print, Mr. Claypoole proposed to return the | 


original document to General Washington, and 
waited upon him for that purpose; but being ex- 
tremely desirous to possess it, he expressed his 
wish that, if the General did not wish it himself, 
he would like to retain it as a memorial. 
Washington assented to the request; and the pa- 
per from that day to this has been in the hands 
either of Mr. Claypoole or some of his descend- 
ants. 


But I was struck by an advertisement which I | 


saw some short time ago, published in one of the 
papers of Philadelphia, to this effect: 
‘<The original manuscript of General Washington’s vale- 


dictory address to the people of the United States will be 
sold on Tnesday, February 12, 1850, at 6} o’clock. This 


paper, in the handwriting and bearing the signature of Gen. | 


Washington, was presented by him to Mr. Claypoole, the 


then editor and proprietor of the Daily Advertiser—the paper | 
which General Washington had selected for its publication. | 


The sale will be peremptory.” 
Well, sir, when I read that advertisement, I said 


to myself, what is to become of that precious doc- | 


ument? Is it to be sold, to be perhaps transferred 


| out of the country, and raade the ornament of the 
| parlor of some of the distinguished men of Europe |) 

—men of rank or title or literary fame—or shall it | 
Sir, I could not for a moment hesi- || 


remain here? 
tate as to the promptings of my own heart. Isaid, 
‘* here—here in this Capitol—in the Library of this 
nation, ought this document to be deposited.” 
Mr. President, man is not an abstraction. 


ratives of the glory of our ancestors and the deeds 
of the men of celebrity in our own country, yet 


| some physical memorial of them, some tangible, 


poet's object, always addresses itself to our 
earts snd to our feelings. Sir, is there a son liv- 


| ing who, on the death of his father, will not look 


with pride and satisfaction upon the objects which 


| were dear to that father during his lifetime—upon 
| the cane which sustained his tottering steps in the 
| Jatter period of his life, upon the watch which he 


wore, upon the horse on which he rode, upon the 
saddle on which he sat, upon the cup from which 
uenched? And, sir, is there an 


cannot and who will not always look with pleasure 


| and satisfaction upon the objects with which his 


name was connected ? 

Sir, in my own humble parlor at Ashland, I 
have at this moment a broken goblet which was 
used by General Washington, during almost the 


years of age; and there is nothing in that parlor so 


' much revered, or which is an object of greater ad- | 


miration tothe stranger who comes to seeme. This 


| feeling of attachment to these objects, associated 


with the memory of those whom we venerate, and 
whom we loved during their lifetime, is not merely 


comprehensive, and national feeling. Do we not 


| all recollect how the hearts of all France thfilled 
| with joy when she learned that the remains of Na- 


pone were to be transported from the island of 
t. Helena back to that country upon which he || 


had shed so much glory? 


the 


which Shakspeare had his birth? And how in- 
dignant did we not all feel when the report— 


reached us that some desperate robber had viola- 
ted the grave of Washington himself, for the pur- 
pose of transporting his remains to a distant land ? 
Sir, these are feelings which are worthy of being | 
countenanced and cherished by public authority. 
To say nothing of the nature and character of 

that address, who is there, sir, amidst the discord. | 
ant and ungrateful sounds of disunion and discord | 
which assail our ears in every part of this coun- | 
try, and in both halls of Congress—who is there | 


} 
} 
| 
! 
j 


States the document described in that resolution. || that would not find refreshment and delight behind 





General || 


He | 
is a being possessing feelings, sensations, and sym- | 
\| pathies; and allow me to say too, sir, that, although | 
we may derive great pleasure from tracing the nar- | 


It was in his 


Do we not all recollect || 
with what sensations of indignation England heard || 
roposition to transport the remains of the || 
‘humble dwelling—and it was humble indeed—in 
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of this country? Who is there th 
| trace the paternal! and patriotic advi 
/ ure which was written by his ow 
_hand which, after having grasped the sword that 
achieved the liberties of our country, traced on 
the instrument of peace the document which 
| gave us that advice, so necessary to preserye ius 
transmit to cons the treasure he had bestowed 
upon us? ho is there, in tracing that advice | 
beware of sectional divisions, to beware of ieee 
gogues, to beware of the consequences of the i 
dulgence of a spirit of disunion—who is there 2 
reading those lines of truly parental advice that 
will not in imagination transport himself back to 
the period when they were transmitted to paper 
by Washington, and think of the emotions m 
parental and patriotic emotions, at that precious 
moment, which must have animated his breast: 

I have said more, much more, than was neces. 
| sary to secure the object I had in view—the adop. 
tion of this resolution, which is to give to the Join, 
Committee on the Library the authority to pup. 
chase this document. 1! have specified no price 
| It was not necessary to bargain for the documen:. 

lest advantage might be taken. I have left it tc 
the discretion of the committee, in which, I trus: 
we can all confide. I hope it will meet with the 
unanimous concurrence of the Senate. 

Mr. FOOTE, I do not rise for the purpose of 
| saying anything in opposition to the resolution jn. 
_ troduced by the honorable Senatoc from Kentucky 

[Mr. Cray.] It would be certainly presumptuous 
in me to suppose that I could add anything to what 
has fallen from the honorable Senator from Ken. 
| tucky in support of it. Nor should I utter a single 
word on this occasion but for what has been so 
happily said by the honorable Senator from Ken- 
tucky in regard to sectional agitation, in denunci- 
ation of factionisis and demagogues, and in disap- 
probation of all schemes of disunion. Sir, no man 
holds the Union of these States in higher regard 
| than I do. No one places higher value than | do 
| upon that compact of confederation which was es- 
tablished by the wisdom and patriotism of our 
_ forefathers; a Union between equals—a Union for 
all the purposes of justice, kind intercourse, and 
cordial good will. This Union, so dear to Wash- 
ington and his compeers, has ever been dear to me 
also,and to my constituents. To this Union, inthe 
|| southern States of the Confederacy, no enemies 
have ever yet appeared. No such monsters in 
human form will ever spring up in the South. No, 
sir; and I am proud to add, no southern states- 
man has ever attempted to use the governmental 
'machinery of the Republic for purposes of injus- 
| tice, oppression, and for the ‘permanent degrada- 
tion of other sections of the Union. 

If sectional agitation, such as has been alluded 
_to by the honorable Senator from Kentucky, and 
strongly censured and deplored, has taken place, 
it did not originate among southern men. Itor- 
ginated in a spirit of unfairness, illiberality, and 
rank usurpation, amongst factious demagogues, 
unprincipled fanatics, and trading politicians north 
of Mason and Dixon’s line. If geographical par- 
ties have among up, they have been brought into 
| being exclusively by northern incendiaries and 
| their traitorous allies (few in number | should 
|| hope) in one or two of the southern States. Yes, 
sir, the especial countrymen of Washington, the 
men of the South—the descendants of that noble 
body of men, the Jeffersons, the Madisons, the 
Rutledges, the Marions, the Sumters, who, under 


At Would not 
ce with Pleas. 








|| the lead of the Father of his Country, aided so 


effectually in establishing our national independ- 
ence, have so demeaned themselves in this Con- 
federacy at all times as proudly to bid defiance 
all charges of hostility to the Union and all the 
sacred objects for which it was established. Let, 
then, our guilty adversaries alone feel the language 
of rebuke so potently administered by the honora- 
‘ble Senator from Tnatncky. I cordially unite 
| with the honorable Senator from Kentucky in de- 
nouncing the real and only enemies of the Union, '0 
whom I now allude. Let these* vile incendiaries 
patiently submit to the just castigation which | un- 
' derstand to have been inflicted upon them this 
| morning by the honorable Senator from Kentucky. 
They deserve even fiercer condemnation than has 
been bestowed upon them. I confess, though, 
that I do not expect a sudden and complete reform 
in these unprincipled zealots, even from the e- 
traordinary eloquence of the honorable Senate! 


At the time of the preparation of it there was a || the Farewell Address’of Washington to the people | from Kentucky; and I greatly fear that the pur- 
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i850. 
~ . of Washington’s Farewell Address, pro- 
the honorable Senator from Kentucky, 
r not still the tremendous tempest which is now 
iat, I fear that the factionists of the North 
i} not be less active, after we shall have pur- 
‘seed the manuscript now offered to us, than 
hey now are. Political demagogues will still go 
an scheming and scheming, until their mischievous 
shall be accomplished. If I thought otherwise, 
jshoald be willing to give many millions for this 
ions document at once, instead of referring the 
one of our committees for their action. 
Is itedgs I shall vote for the resolution, as | can 
A vo harm in adopting it, and as [I an willing to 
wy a reasonable and moderate sum to the owners 
of this manuscript in order to gratify those gen- 
youssensibilities which have been appealed to by 
ie honorable Senator from Kentucky. 
“Mr. WEBSTER. I rise to express the readi- 
wss and the cordiality with which I concur in the 
yolation. I hope it will pass. 
ea resolution which will gratify the whole coun- 
ry. I believe it will be a thing which will be 
wreeable to all who may visit the Capitol, to see 
she Farewell Address of Washington, in his own 
handwriting, in the Library. 


ase 
need DY 


preciou 
qivject to 


ibe natural disposition of men, and of reasonable, 
intelligent men everywhere, in all countries, to see 
what might perhaps be called the relics of the 
creat and good, who might be called the benefac- 
iors of their country. 

The honorable member from Kentucky says, 
that a goblet in the possession of Washington in 
revolutionary times, 1s now in his own possession, 
inhisown house. He says it is an object always 
gratifying not only to him and his family, but to 
those who visit him. 

My principal purpose in rising was to mention 
an occurrence corroborative of that sentiment. It 
so happened that some five and twenty years ago 
there was offered for sale to Congress a little cas- 
ket of medals from General Washington’s cabinet. 
You know, sir, that the old Congress, the Con- 
gress of the Revolution, voted some seven or eight 
medals—I think not more—to distinguished offi- 
cers of the revolutionary army; the first and prin- 
cipal and largest one being that presented to Gen. 


Washington. They were struck in Paris, and for 


the subject of the obverse of his medal Washing- 
ton chose his entry into Boston after the evacua- 
tion of that city by the British. It was beauti- 
fully executed, and was unquestionably a fine 
specimen of art. In like manner there were med- 
als presented to Generals Gates, Greene, Morgan, 
and other revolutionary officers. 

General Washington, at some after period of his 
life, collected these medals. ‘They were all, I 
think, struck in Paris, and there were other medals 
also, of Dr. Franklin and other eminent persons in 
civil life, not struck at the instance of Congress, 
but of the French Government. General Wash- 
ington collected these medals in a little casket, a 
litle flat mahogany box. He placed his own like- 
ness in the centre, and surrounded it with twelve 
others, making thirteen, to represent, as I suppose, 
the thirteen oiriginal States, This casket remained 
in his possesson till his death,'when it passed into 
the hands of his executors. About as long ago as 
[have mentioned, some five and twenty years, 
circumstances rendered it expedient for the persons 
who held it to sell it. They desired to sell it to 
Congress for the purpose of having it placed in the 
Library. It was brought here by a member of the 
other House, [Mr. Emory,] who introduced a res- 
olution authorizing the Committee on the Librar 
‘o purchase it. This was a proposition whic 
al first seemed to be received with favor. The 
Price was not considered any great object; but a 
constitutional question arose whether Congress 
could, without a violation of their duty and obli- 
gallons, buy that little casket, a relic which came 
fom General Washington’s cabinet. It was de- 

led there two or three days, when, finally, bya 
‘ote of those who were opposed to the constitu- 
tonal power, it was laid upon the table. I had 
kept my eye upon it, and when the debate ceased 
in the House of Representatives I sent and pur- 
chased the casket. ‘Those medals are now in my 


library, together with numerous autographs of 


General Washington, and I can say that gentlemen 
from any part of the country, who do me the honor 
‘0 visit me, if they are acquainted with the fact that 
[possess them, inquire first for General Wash- 
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ington’s autographs and General Washington’s | ae the resolution to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 


I believe it will | 


I agree in all that | 
he honorable member from Kentucky has said of | 


' medals. 


i 





tion. is now under consideration as in Committee 
of the Whole. 

Mr. PEARCE. I suggest to the Senator from 
Kentucky that the resolution is scarcely complete 


| 
| 


| 


| the means of paying for this manuscript. 

} Mr. CLAY. f do not think there can be any 
| difficulty on that subject. It can be provided for 
| when the appropriation bill comes in. 

|; Mr. KING. I rise to ask the Senator from 
| Maryland, (Mr. Pearce,}] as a member of the 
Joint Library Committee, a question. {s it not 
entirely in the province of the Joint Committee to 


out a resolution of this kind on the part of Con- 
| gress? 

Mr. PEARCE. We thonght not. The library 
|| fund we believed to be appropriated for the pur- 
chase of books, and not. of manuscripts, valuable 
| merely as relics. 
Mr. KING. 

certainly this is the first time anything has oc- 
peurred to induce a change in the opinion which I 
| have always entertained, that the Library Com- 
|-mittee had the power to purchase either printed or 
| manuscript works. I think I know instances, 
since I have been here, where the Library Com- 
|| mittee have purchased manuscript books. 

Mr. PEARCE. The Library Committee do 





GLOBE. 


| The VICE PRESIDENT. The joint resolu- | 


| 
| 


without a clause for an appropriation proper to | 
provide the Joint Committee on the Library with | 
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Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. If the vote is 
about to be taken on this resolution, I shall have 
to submit a few remarks. I made the motion to 
pass it by informally, in order that the special or 
der, now delayed for half an hour, might be con- 
sidered. 

The amendment which was proposed by the 
| Senator from Alabama (Mr. Kixe] removes part 
| of the objections which | had to the resolution as 
it was originally drawn. It is not now mandatory 
| in its terms; still it conveys authority, and, con- 

strued in connection with such expression as will, 


|| probably, be given by the Senate, it does, after all, 


| purchase such papers if they think proper, with- | 


amount to nearly a mandate; it approaches very 
nearly to instructions to the committee, It be- 
comes us at the present stage of our proceedings in 
reference to such matters, to ascertain where we 


|, are to stop before we take the first step; before fol- 


I was under the impression, and — 


| not think that they are authorized to purchase | 


| manuscripts, which are valuable as relics Ce 
|| Certainly they may purchase a manuscript work, 

but they would only make such purchase when 
| the work could not be procured in print. They 
| think they would misapply the appropriation for 
| the increase of the library by purchasing any relic, 
+ whether manuscript or of another kind. The ap- 

propriation for the increase of the library would 


| place very few volumes on our shelves, if it were | 


| diverted 'from its legitimate purpose to the pur- 
| chase of interesting and valuable relics. Even if 
| the committee had the authority they would pre- 
| fer not to exercise it without the instruction of 
| Congress. 

Mr. CLAY. My friend from Alabama [Mr. 
Kixe] did not, I presume, hear a statement which 
| 1 made, which was, that I addressed myself to the 


and certainly I should not have offered it if ‘that 


power to purchase this manuscript. But they 
thought they had not, and therefore I offered it 
here. 
“Mr. KING. I would suggest an alteration in 
the resolution to the Senator from Kentucky. It 
is that the Committee should be ‘* authorized,” 
and not ** directed” to purchase the manuscript, 
provided it can be purchased on fair terms. I 
move to strike out the word ‘“directed,’’ and to 
insert in lieu thereof the word ‘‘authorized.’’ 
Mr. CLAY. Ihave no sort of objection to strike 


Alabama will attend, the latter part of the resolution 
expressly provides for the contingency of the 
manuscript being purchased on what, in the 
| opinion of the committee, shall be fair and reason- 
able terms. But I have no objection to the amend- 
ment. 

The motion to strike out the word “‘ directed,”’ 
and to insert in lieu thereof the word “authorized,” 
was agreed to. 

The joint resolution as amended was then re- 
ported to the Senate. 

The VICE PRESIDENT announced the ques- 





tion to be on ordering the resolution to be engrossed | 


for a third reading. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Mr. President: || 


There are a great many questions connected with 
this resolution. Besides, there is a special order 


of the Senate for one o’clock this day, and there- | 


fore, for the benefit of the chairman of the Judi- 
ciary Committee, [Mr. Butier,] who has caused 
the special order to be niade, | move we pass to 
its consideration. 

Mr. CLAY. I do not think there can be a 
single objection to the resolution, and I hope it 
will be allowed to pass at once. The chairman 
of the Judiciary Committee himself, 1 am sure, 
wishes it to. There will be no more debate: 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on 


Library Committee before offering this resolution, | 


committee had thought itself invested with the | 


|| tified with him by possession. 


| 


lowing this path, to inquire whither it will lead us. 
We have purchased the manuscripts of Washing- 
ton, everything, even to the copy-hook which he 
kept when aboy. This is but a corrected copy of 
his Farewel: Address, known not to have been en- 
tirely the result of his own mind, and if what we 
desire ts merely manuscripts of Washington, we 
have enough of them to satisfy more than moder- 
ate desire. The value of the Farewell Address is 
twofold: first, for the opinions contained in it; and 
next, the authority from which they are derived. 
Lam of opinion that no benefit can result to the 
country, or to the people generally, from the own- 
ing of these sheets of manuscript. No one searcely 
| will be allowed to read it, for it will have to be 
locked up securely, where it cannot be touched, be- 
| cause if handled it would be soon worn out. It will, 
therefore, merely gratify that feeiing to which the 
Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Cray] has so elo- 
quently alluded, and to which undoubtedly every 
heart will respond—that feeling which endeara 
everything pertaining to the beloved or venerated 
dead. But are we, the representatives of the peo- 
ple, in making appropriations from the treasury, 
| to be governed by feeling, and to draw money out 


|| of the public treasury to gratify our sentiment ? 


| Certainly not. We should regard no such feelings, 
but should act as practical men. We should be- 
come as nearly as possible “ an abstraction,’’ to 
use the expression of the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky—as far as may be, divest ourselves of all 
feeling in legislation. 

If we are to indulge the desire to possess all ob- 
jects associated with the ‘* Father of his Country,” 
we shall have to purchase the walking canes he 
used, the medals and other personal articles iden- 

His residence, the 
battle-fields-he illustrated, the routes of his marches 
through the old thirteen States, over which he 
shed unfading glory, all, all, are closely associated 
with his memory. Shall they be purchased too, 
and held as the property of the Government? But 
| what is there so sacred in the manuscripts of this 
| Address? It is known to have been the joint pro- 


'| duction of Washington and one, at least, of his 


out the word “ directed,’’ but if the Senator from || 


} 
! 
| 


"| 


Cabinet—not the emanation of his mind alone. J 
| feel no such respect as has been here expressed for 
| it, and cannot perceive how. this manuscript is to 
| effect such happy results. Any one can havea 
| printed copy, and read it, who desires. There is 
nothing to be gained by the purchase of this man- 
| useript any more than therge would be in the pur- 
| chase of a walking stick which Washington used. 


|| I must be pardoned for a want of veneration for 
'| relics, or for symbols of faith in the faithful; nay 


| more, for saying that a devotion to men which ex- 
| tends to the inanimate objects connected with 
| hem, is an extreme unworthy of our people. We 
‘are utilitarians, and it is not in keeping with that 
_ character to be led away by sentiment. 

I have no objection that the resolution should go 
/ to the committee, as a mere authority further to 
| inquire whether it word be well to purchase this 
manuscript. The rough sketch of this Address, 
connected with the work of others, and showing 


'| what was his own, would be far more valuable 


and extended, and which is the same as ome 

printed co I believe we have the first sketc 

‘of the Address, and perhaps.a copy of it in the 

| form in which it was printed, purchased among 
the Washington manveacripts. This and other 
questions the committee will have for inquiry, if 
left to their discretion. 


| 
| 
| to me than this, the form to which it was modified 
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Mr. BORLAND. Mr. President, I witt yield | 


to none in my veneration and respect for the ser- 
vices of Washington, and | agree with the Sen- 
ator from Mississippi, [Mr. Foorg,] that if the 
objects proposed by the resolution, so eloquently 
spoken of by the Senator from Kentucky, could 
be accomplished, | should be willing to a 
only the price required for the manuscript, but 
millions besides. But it seems to me that the main 
object to be accomplished by the passage of this 
resolution is to reiterate what | have seen session 
after session, and what I think is disgraceful to 
many citizens of this country; that is, the disposi- 
tion to speculate upon the patriotism of the coun- 
try, and to bring here and hawk about at the door 
of this Capitol, and offer to the Senate or the House 
of Representatives, the relics of the patriots who 
achieved our independence. And, in passing this 
resolution, | consider that the only tangible object 
we accomplish by it will be to put money in the 
pockets of various speculators, who, under color 
of professions of patriotism, come here and ask 
the Senate to purchase these relics. Perhaps the 
very persons who have this manuscript for sale 
received it as a donation, or purchased it forta 
small amount, and now come here as speculators 
upon our phtriotism, and ask a pecuniary com- 
pensation for it. 

Mr. CLAY. A single word. The Senator from 
Arkansas [Mr. Borzanp] is laboring under a total 
misconception in regard to this matter. The pro- 
prietors of this paper have not come here; it is not 
at their instance; not one single word has come 
from them to me, or from any friends of theirs. 
Nor is the paper hawked about the Capitol, as the 
Senator seems to suppose, and offered for sale 
with a view to speculation or the acquisition of a 
large sum of money; no such thing. The repre- 
seniatives of the respectable Mr. Claypoole have 
not moved in the affair at all. It is my own mo- 
tion, and if there is any responsibility in regard to 
it, | bear it, and notthem. But Ido not wish to 
detain the Senate for a moment, especially as the 
Senator from South Carolina [Mr. Burier] ought 
to have been heard before this time. 

Mr. BORLAND. My remarks were not par- 
ticularly applied to the individuals offering this 
manuscript for sale. I think the Senator from 
Kentucky is mistaken in saying they have not 
been here; for I learn from Senators that the man- 
uscript has been exhibited here. 

Mr. CLAY, (in his seat.) I certainly had no 
knowledge of it. 

Mr. BORLAND. What! referred to was the 
practice which has hitherto prevailed of the repre- 
sentatives of distinguished revolutionary characters 
coming here and offering for sale, and getting ap- 
propriations of large sums of money for the relics 
of their ancestors. I should not be surprised, if 
this manuscript is purchased, to have the sacred 
bones of Washington himself brought here for sale. 

The question was then taken on ordering the 
resolution to be engrossed for a third reading, and 
it was agreed to. 

Mr. CLAY. [ hope the resolution will now 


ass. 
e The VICE PRESIDENT. The resolution will 


now have its third reading, if there be no objec- 


ton. 

Mr. TURNEY. 1 object, and call for the or- 
der of the day. 

Mr. CLAY. Do I understand that the Senator 
from Tennessee objects to the third reading of this 
resolution now? 

Mr. TURNEY. My only desire is to get at 
the order of the day. 

Mr. CLAY. Thatcan be reached ina moment. 

Mr. TURNEY. If there will be no debate, J 
withdraw my objection. 

The resolution was then read a third time and 


SURRENDER OF FUGITIVE SLAVES. 


The Senate then, asin Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to the consideration of the bill ** to 
provide for the more effectual execution of the 
third clause of the second section of the fourth 
article of the Constitution of the United States.” 

Mr. BUTLER addressed the Senate at some 
length, in the course of which some explanations 
were entered into by Mr. Cuase, a report of which 
will be published in the Appendix. 

Mr. MASON. I desire to be heard, sir, upon 
the bi.l which is now before the Senate. 









| 





| 
| 


| 
| 
| ceeded to the consideration of Executive business, | be alike maintained: Therefore, 


| 


itis 


— 


Mr. CHASE, I was about to propose that the || eral Government over the people of a 
bill be passed by informally. mer either now belongs to the United lion ae’ Which 


| ; after 
he ed by th bi ani ma 
Mr HAMLIN. _ lL understand that the honora- eueneeaiall seaaheewatentizonmneee a of the, 
ble Senator from Virginia proposes to speak upon || power of exclusive legislation over the Districtoi Ce 


; ens ora : , - ot ae 

this matter, and, as it is now late, if it will be ¥ ee en ee anemia 
j i ° ’ nd 18 obvious! ; 

agreeable to him, I will move that the Senate now dignity and sneeatiie page So Government, wine ye! the 

go into Executive session. damental principles of our institutions dema Ne fun. 


Mr. MASON. [have no objection, although it || Legislature of the Distriet, Congress, with a wget tothe 


| would be as agreeable to me to proceed now as || Rational interest, shall obey the wiil of its people in relaine 


to their domestic matters, and as no n 


| at any other time. || whieh will demand the sacrifice of eith F They C8 arise 
; ‘ : rv 
The bill was accordingly passed by informally. || Government or the people’s rights, ontnae They enews the 


be respected by retroceding the District and salem | 
other, where, by agreement, such questions may be 8 Home 
nently settled, and thus the interests of the Gove’ 


. : v 
the sentiments of the nation, and the rights of tae pen: 
opie 


tives of the 
That as aij 
Verned, ang 
tO Vinidicate 


On motion, it was ordered that when the Senate 
adjourns, it adjourn to Monday next. 
On motion of Mr. HAMLIN, the Senate pro- | 


and, after some time spent therein, the doors were 
reopened, and some levislative business transacted 
which is incorporated with similar business in the 
preceding columns. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


Resolved ty the Senate and House of Represent. 
United States of America in Congress assembled 
just power is derived from the consent of the en 
itis the especial duty of the American people 
this great truth, it is hereby declared that the people of ever 
separate community, whether they do or do not reside 7 
Territory belonging to the United States, possess and he . 
awative and inherent right to frame their own domestic oe 
and to establish their own local governments in aij ee > 
where the provisions of such laws and the character of such 
governments do not conflict with the provisions and Neen 
tions of the Constitution or the proprietary rights of the Gen. 
eral Government. a: 

Resolved; Thatin order that this acknowledgment of the 
people’s rights may forever remain in force, the Commmires 
on the Judiciary be, and they are hereby instructed ip pre. 
pare and report to the House, with proper limitations jy ye. 
gard to the territorial extent of each COMMUNITY, a suitable 
provision for an ainendment to the Constitution of the United 
States, which shall ingraft on that instrument an explicit 
declaration of the foregoing principles as an organic law, 

Resolved, ‘That the will of the people of the District of 
Columbia of right ought at all times to govern the action of 
+ ge in relation to the existence of slavery within jy 

imits. 

















HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mownpay, January 28, 1850. 

The Journal of Thursday was read and ap- 
proved. 

Mr. FEATHERSTON moved that the rulesof | 
the House be suspended, for the purpose of intro- | 
ducing bills and joint resolutions of which previ- 
ous notice had been given, and that the States be 
called in their order, 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman oe | 
bills and resolutions generally, or such as do not 
give rise to debate? 

Mr. FEATHERSTON. Such as do not give 
rise to debate. 

Mr. WOOD inquired of the Speaker what was 
the regular order of business? 

The SPEAKER aaid it was the call of the 
States for petitions. 


eenseraieh | 
| 











The resolution having been read— 

Objections were made to its introduction, 

So the resolution was not received. 

Mr. BOWLIN rose and asked the unanimous 
consent of the House to allow him to offer a reso. 





SS 


| sota. Referred to the Committee on the Territo- 


The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Fearnerston, and, two-thirds not voting in 
the affirmative, the rules were not suspended. 

The SPEAKER. The first business in order is 
the call of the States for petitions. 

The SPEAKER, by general consent, laid be- 
fore the House certain petitions and memorials, 
among which were the following: 

ROAD TO THE PACIFIC. 

The memorial of the convention of St. Louis, in 
relation to a national road from the Mississippi 
river to the Pacific. 

The memorial was referred to the Committee on 
Roads and Canals. t 


MINNESOTA. 

The memorial of the Legislature of the Territory 
of Minnesota, asking an appropriation for the con- 
struction of a road from Point Douglas to St. 
Louis. 

On motion by Mr. BOYD, the memorial was 
referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 


THE CHIPPEWA INDIANS. 


A communication from the Governor of the Ter- 
ritory of Minnesota, enclosing resolutions of the 
Legislative Assembly of that Territory, on the 
subject of the removal of the Chippewa Indians. 

Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 


LAWS OF MINNESOTA, 
Several laws passed by the Territory of Minne- 


lution which he had been heretofore prevented (by 
sickness in his family) from introducing, ani 
which (he said) would save the House some ex- 
pense which would otherwise be incurred in rele- 
tion to the printing*of an Executive document. If 
the resolution was acted upon at all, it should be 
acted on immediately. He would ask thata letter 
from the Commissioner of the Land Office on the 
subject might be read. 

Mr- FEATHERSTON said, that unless the per- 
mission were made general, he should object to 
the introduction of the resolution of the gentleman 
from Missouri, [Mr. Bowxsn,] or to any other 
resolution. 

The reading of the resolution was called for. 

Mr. INGE said, he shoud object not only to 
the reception of the resolution, but to its reading. 

So the resolution was neither introduced nor 
read. The following isa copy of it: 

Resolved, That the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office be, and he is hereby authorized to withdraw so much 
of his late annual report, as embraces the geological report 
of Dr. D. D. Owen, with a view to enable corrections of dis- 
covered errors to be made, and the report to be comple- 
ted before printing. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 
The SPEAKER then proceeded to call the 


States and Territories; in their order, for petitions 
and memorials; commencing with the Site of 
Maine. 

From the State of Maine: By Messrs. Fcutts, 
Gerry, Goopenow, Otis and Stetson. 

From New Hampshire: By Messrs. Hissa, 
Tuck and Wison. 


CONGRESS OF NATIONS, ETC. 


Mr. TUCK presented the memorial of th 
American Peace Society, praying Congress © 
inquire into the expediency of entering into inter 
national treaties stipulating for the settlement 
international disputes by arbitration, and - 
into the expediency of holding a Congress ° 
Nations. 

Mr. TUCK moved the reference of the meme 
rial to a select committee. 

Mr. GIDDINGS asked the yeas and nays 0" 
that motion; which were ordered. 

Mr. KAUFMAN rose to inquire of the Speaker 
whether a motion to refer the memorial (0 the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs would take pre 
dence of a motion to refer to a select committer. 

The SPEAKER said it would take presse 

Mr. KAUFMAN thereupon moved that | 
memorial be referred to the Committee on Foreig? 
Affuirs. 








ries. 
Also, several other memorials of a private char- 
acter. 


AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION. 


Mr. DISNEY rose and asked the unanimous 
consent of the House to introduce, with a view 
to be laid on the table and printed, a resolution, 
which he asked might be read. 

Mr. D. made an additional remark, (of which 
nothing was heard by the reporter,) but which was 
stated to be, that if the House should now ‘accord 
to him the permission he asked to introduce the 
resolution, be would at some future day ask the 
House to take up and consider it; when he might 
be inclined to present some views upon it. 

Objection was made on the right of the Chair to 
the introduction of the resolution. 

The resolution was read for information, as fol- 
ows: 


Whereas, the time has arrived when a just regard for the 
peace and welfare of the Republie demand not only a clear 
and accurate definition of the legislative power of the Gen- 
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> Afer an inquiry ty Mr. BOYD of similar pur- From Georgia: By Mr. Owen. | ment. Hesaw no reason why it should be with- 
h .to that of Mr, Kavrmax, From Kentucky: By Messrs. Born, G. A. || drawn. It surely could not weaken the force of 
y Pur. GIDDINGS asked for the yeas and nays; || Capwett, James W. Jonson, Mansuart, Ma- | any bill before this House to add to it an amend- 
. which were ordered. | son, Morenean, and R. H. Stanton. || ment, making provision for officers and soldiers so 
a Mr. RICHARDSON made a remark, or sug-|| (Mr. BOYD presented the constitution of the || meritorious as the class designated in his proposi- 
d sion, of which nothing was heard on the left of || Stare of Deseret, which, on his motion, was re- | tion. He believed that other classes ought also to 


ferred to the Committee on Territories.} 
BOUNTY LANDS. 


ibe Char. 


pe Monin tpt ot Gee bhai |, be added, and that they would rather give strength 
The ques 


ot 


' 


vw wem F s6 


iso & 


ifr, KacrMan, and was decided in the affirma- 
ijre—yens 100, nays 99; as follows: 
YEAS—Messts. Albertson, Alliston, Anderson, Ashe, | 
gverett, Bav, Bayly. Bissell, Bocock, Bowdon, Boyd, Briggs, i] 
Abert G- Brown, William J. Brown, Buel, Burt, Joseph | 
vale, George A. Caldwell, Josepb P. Caldwell, Carter, 
hngnihn, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Colcock, Deberry, Dim- 
nick, Disney, Dirnham, Edmundson, Ewing, Featherston, 
fuller. Gentry. Gerry, Gorman, Green, Hall, Haratson, Har- |! 
vy, ham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harns, Hibbard, Hilliard, 
quagiand, Holliday, Howard, Hubbard, Andrew Joinson, 
ames L. Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Kaufinan, 
ia sere, Leffler. Littlefield. Job Mann, Mason, MeClernand, | 
yeDonaid, McDowell, McLanahan, McMullen, McQueen, 
yjiilon, Mortis, Morse, Olds, Orr, Outlaw, Owen, Parker, 
ork, Phelps, Potter, Powell, Richardson, Robbins, Robin- 
cn, Ross, Savage, Sawtelle, Seddon, Shepperd, Frederi¢k 
» stanton, Richard H. Starter, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, 
James Tnompson, John B. Thompson, Willian Thompson, 
eynha, Venatle, Walden, Wallace, Watkins, Weliborn, 
wildrick, Williams, Wood, Woodward, and Young—100. 
NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, Andrews, Ashmun, Baker, | 
Fingham. Booth, Breck, Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butler, 
Thomas B. Butler, B. Carrington Cabeil, Calvin, Campbell, 
Cavey, Chandler, Clark, Cleveland, Cole, Conger, Conrad, 
Corwin, Crowell, Daniel, Dickey, Dixon, Doty, Duer, Dun- 
cm, Durkee, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans. Fowler, 


ii 
! 
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| the soldiers who fought in the war against Mex- | 
| ieo 





Freediey, Giddings, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Hal- 
joway, Hampton, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Houston, 
Howe, Inge, Jackson, Julian, Kerr. Daniel P. King, George 
G. King. Jas. G. King, John A. King, Preston King, Horace 

Yann, Marshall, Matteson. McGaughey, McKissock, Ropert | 
M. McLane, Finis E. McLean, Meacham, Miller, Moore, | 
Morehead, Morton, Nelson, Newell, Ogle, Otis, Peaslee, 
Phenix, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Risley, Rockwell, Root, 


ly, Stetson, Strong, Sweetaer, Taylor, Thurman, Tuck, Un- 
éerhill, Van Dyke, Waldo, White, Witmot, Wilsen, and | 
Winthrop—99. 

So the memorial was referred to the Committee | 
on Foreign Affairs. I} 

Mr. WHITTLESEY desired to be excused || 
from votiag, having paired off with Mr. Hunter. | 

A message, in writing, was received from the 
President of the United States, by the hands of | 
Colonel Butss, his Private Secretary. 





The call for petitions and memorials proceeded. 
They were presented— | 
From the State of Vermont: By Messrs. Henry, 
Meacnam, and Prcx. 

[Mr. MEACHAM presented resolutions of the 
Legislature of Vermont on the subject of an Agri- 
cultural Bureau, which he moved to refer to a 


select committee. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, moved theer | 
reference to the Committee on Agriculture. 
Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, thought that the 
resolutions should be referred to the Committee on 
the Department of the Interior, so soon as that 
committee shall have been created, as had been 


proposed by an amendment to the rules a few days 


ago, 

Mr. PRESTON KING said debate was out of |, 
a called the gentleman from Georgia to | 

er. 

The question was then taken, and the resolutions 
were referred to the Committee on Agriculture— 
ayes 109; noes not counted. ] 

From Massachusetts: By Messrs. Duncan, 
Power, Grinnewn, D. P. Kine, H. Mawy, and 

INTHROP. 

From Connecticut: By Messrs. Boorun, T. B. 
Borter, CLevenanp, and Wa.po. 

From NewYork: By Messrs. Anprews, Brices, 
Ciarke, J, A. Kine, P. Kina, McKissock, Pue- 
six, Putnam, Scuenmernorn, and THuRMan. 





i 
| 
| 
sackett, Schermerhorn, Silvester, Spaiding, Sprague, Stan- ! 





Mr. MASON asked the unanimous consent of | 
the House to introduce a bill granting a bounty in || 
land to the officers and soldiers who served the | 
country during the last war with Great Britain. |, 

Objections having been made— 

Mr. M. moved that the rales of the 
suspended. 

The SPEAKER stated the question. 

Mr. PRESTON KING rose to inquire what 
amount of land the bill proposed to grant. 

The SPEAKER interposed, and said that no 
remarks were in order. 

Mr. MASON (in reply to the inquiry of Mr. 
Kina) said, the same amount that was granted to 


House be || 


| 
| 
1} 
j 
Ht 


: veoh 
The SPEAKER. Conversation is out of order. | 
Mr. DUER rose and objected to debate. 
Mr. MASON. The gentleman asked me a | 
question, and | supposed | had a right to ‘answer | 
him. 
Mr. M. asked the yeas and nays on his motion, | 
which were ordered; and being taken, resulted— | 
yeas 146, nays 38; as follows: 
YEAS—Meestrs. Albertson, Alexander, Alston, Anderson, 
Andrews, Averett, Baker, Bay, Bissell, Bocock, Booth, 
Bowdon, Bowie, Boyd, Breck, Briggs, William J. Brown, 
Burrows, Burt, Thomas B. Butler, Joseph Cable, George A. 
Caldwell, Calvin, Carter, Casey, Cleveland, W. R. W. | 
Cobb, Coleock, Cole, Corwin, Deberry, Dimmick, Disney, | 
Doty, Edmundson, Ewing, Featherston, Fitch, Fowler, 
Fuller. Giddings, Goodenow, Gorman, Gott, Gould, Green, 
Hall, Hammond, Haralson, Harlan, [sham G. Harriz, Samp- 


| son W. Harris, Hay, Hibbard, Hilliard, Hoagland, Holliday, 


Houston, Howard, Howe, Hubbard, Inge, Jackson, Andrew | 
Johnson, J. L. Johnson, Jones, Kaufinan, Kerr, D. P. King, | 
J. G. King, Preston King, La Sére, Leffler, Littlefield, Job || 
Mann, Marshall, Mason, Matteson, McClernand, McDonald, | 
McDowell, MceGaughev, McKissock, Robert M. McLane, | 
Finis E. McLean, McMullen, McQueen, Meacham, Miller, 
Millson, Moore, Morehead, Morris, Morse, Newell, Ogle, 
Olds, Orr, Otis, Owen, Parker, Peaslee, Peck, "Phelps, 
Pheenix, Pitman, Potter, Powell, Putnam, Reed, Richardson, 
Risley, Robbins, Robinson, Rockwell, Ross, Sackett, Sav- 
age, Sawtelle, Schenck, Seddon, Shepperd, Silvester, 
Sprague, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Alex- 
ander H. Stephens, Stetson, Sweetser, Taylor, Thomas, 
Jacob Thompson, James Thompson, John B. Thompson, || 
William Thompson, Thurman, Walden, Waldo, Wallace, || 
Watkins, Wellborn, Wildrick, Williams, Wilinot, Wood, 
and Young—146. 

NAYS—Messrs. Ashmun, Brooks, Chester Butler, E. | 
C. Cabell, Joseph P. Caldwell, Campbell, Chandler, Clark, || 
Conger, Conrad, Crowell, Daniel, Dickey, Dixon, Dner, || 
Duncan, Nathan Evans, Freedley, Grinnell, Hampton, Hay- || 
mond, Hebard, Henry, George G. King, John A. King, Hor- || 
ace Mann, Me Willie, Nelson, Outlaw, Root, Rumsey, Stan- | 
ly, Strang, Van Dyke, Vinton, White, Wilson, and Wood- || 
ward—38. 

So two-thirds voting in the affirmative the rules | 
were suspended, and the bill was introduced. i} 

{Mr. BOWLIN, of Missouri, stated that he de- | 
clined to vote, having paired off with a member, 
whose name was not heard. 

The bill was then read twice by its title. 

Mr. MASON moved that it be referred to the | 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. BURT moved that the bill be referred to | 
the Committee on Public Lands. Such (he said) | 
had been the established usage with bills of this | 


Kind, and he saw no reason why it should be de- 
| 
i 


rted from in the present instance. 
Mr. MASON said, he had no particular objec- 


| 
tion to the Committee on Public Lands, but (he 


| aml privations they had endured. 





to the bill than take it away. He thought that be- 
fore this Congress should have provided for these 
worthy soldiers, and he hoped that they would be 
placed where these revolutionary soldiers, who 
had already departed almost to a man, were 
placed. He nae not withdraw the amendment. 

Mr. BURT moved to amend the amendment, 
by instructing the committee to report a bill grant- 
ing bounty land to the troops who served in the 
Florida war. 


Mr. VAN DYKE called for the execution of 


| the order of Thursday last, in relation to the elec- 


tion of Chaplain. 
The SPEAKER said the House was now act- 
ing under a suspension of the rules. 


Mr. MOREHEAD hoped, he said, that the 


‘amendment of the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. 


Gorman] would be withdrawn. He (Mr, M.) 
was in favor of the passage of some law in behalf 
of the soldiers of the Indian wars from "92 to '95, 
who underwent hardships as great, robably, as 
any soldiers ever suffered. The soldiers of the 
war of 1812 should receive some smg!l pittance for 
the services they had rendered, atte hardships 
3ut cach prop- 
osition should stand upon its own merits. Let 
this bill be passed, without the addition of any 


other class of soldiers, however meritorious they 
might be. 


) Other propositions might be acted upon 
separately. He referred to the fate of a similar 
bill during the last Congress, to show that there 
was no surer mode of destroying a measure than 
by burdening it with provisions which might not 
be acceptable to a majority of the House, however 
inclined it might be to give a favorable issue to the 
original bill. 

Mr. VAN DYKE demanded the previous ques- 
uuon. 


There was a second. And the main question 


' was ordered to be now taken. 


Mr. McCLERNAND, with the consentof the 


| House, would suggest to the gentleman from In- 
| diana, [Mr. Gorman,] that if he was determined to 
| insist upon his motion, he should also include in 


it provision for the men who served under Gen- 


_erals Harmer and St. Clair in the same war. 
| There was no reason for a discrimination against 


any portion of the troops who fought and sulfered 
in the same war. 

The first question being on agreeing to the 
amendment of Mr. Burr to the amendment of 
Mr. Gorman, 

Mr. ORR asked the yeas and nays, which were, 
ordered, and being taken, resulted—veas 99, nays 
80, as follows: 


YEAS—Meessrs. Albertson, Alston, Anderson, Ashes 
Averett, Bay, Bayly, Bingham, Boceck, Bowdon, Bowie» 
Briggs, Albert G. Brown, William J. Brown, Buel, Burt, 
E. Carrington Cabell, Joseph Cable, Joseph P. Caldwell, 
Casey, Clingman, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Colcock, Con- 
rad, Crowell, Deberry, Dimmick, Duer, Edmundson, Na- 
than Evans, Featherston, Gorman, Green, Hall, Hammond, 
Haralson, Isham G. Harris, Sainpson W. Harris, Hay, Hib- 
bard, Hilliard, — Holliday, Howard, Howe, Hub- 
bard, Inge, Andrew Johnson, James L. Joanson, Robert W. 
Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, Kerr, Preston King,La Sére, 
Leffler, Marshall, McClernand, McDowell, McLanahan, 
Robert M. McLane. MeMullin, MeQueen, Mc Willie, Mil- 
ler, Moore, Morse, Newell, Ogle, Olds, Orr, Outlaw, Phelps, 
Powell, Reed, Robbins, Robi », Root, Rese, Rumsey, 
Schermerhorn, Seddon, Shepperd, Frederick P. Stanton, 
Richard H. Stanton, Alex. H. Stephens, Sirong, Thomas, 


, F was understood to say) he supposed the Commit- || Jacob Thompson, James Thompson, Wilham ‘Thompson, 

) rom New Jersey: By Mr. Newe t. : tee on Military Affairs might rane be more fa- || Thurman, Yan Dyke, Wallace, Watkins, Wellborn, Wil- 
. From Pennsylvania: By Messrs. Carvin, Ca- vorably inclined towards the object of the bill. He || !ams, Woodward, and Young—99. met 

sty, Cuanpier, F H McL sail h u x. || _ NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, Andrews, Ashmun, Baker, 

f ’ » FREEDLEY, Hampton, McLan- || was inclined, however, to accept the gentleman’s | pj .9.41, Booth, Breck, Rurrows, Chester Butler, Thomas B. 

0 sHAN, Moore, Pitman, Ross, and James Tnomp- suggestion. . || Butler, George Alfred Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, Carter, 

{ we, gy Mr. GORMAN moved to amend the motion by || Chandler, Clark, Cleveland, Conger, Corwin, Dicbay, | Dis- 

From Virginia: By Messrs. Bayty, Bocock adding thereto the following instructions: ‘that |, ney, Dixon, Doty, Dunean, Durkee, Alexander Evan, ay 

MUNDsoN, and M ’ ‘ ; = \| ler, Gerry, Giddings, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, 

, cDoweELL. the committee include the surviving officers and |) qajtoway, Harlan, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Jackson, 


| 


(Mr. BAYLY remarked that he held in his hand 





* petition—Which was ably drawn—asking for the 
fiablishment of a monarchy. But as Con 
ad no jurisdiction of such a subject, he declined 


\o present it. If, however, there were gentlemen 
a held a different view of the right of petition, 


might take it in charge.) 
rom North Carolina: By Messrs. Asue, Dan- 
tL, OurLaw, and Stawnty. 


From South Carolina: 


ad Onn: By Messrs. Homes 


soldiers who served under General Wayne, in the 
years from 1792 to 1795.” 

Mr. MASON hoped the gentleman from Indiana | 
a Gorman] would withdraw the amendment. 

here was (he was understood to say) another 
bill covering the object embraced in the amend- 
ment. It was known that, in former Congresses, 
bills which had been introduced for the purpose 
contemplated by this, had been defeated by being 
loaded down with amendments. 

Mr. GORMAN declined to withdraw the amend- 


i 





Daniel P. King, George G. King, John A. King, Littlefield, 
Horace Meme, Jab Mann, Mason, Matteson, McGaughey, 
McKissock, Finis £. McLean, Meacham, Morehead, Mor- 
ris, Nelson, Otis, Pea-lee, Piauix, Pitman, Potter, Putnam, 
Richardaon, Risley, Rockwell, Sackett, Sawtelle, Schenck, 
Silvester, Sprague, Stetson, S:veetser, Taylor, Tuck, Wal- 
den, Waldo, White, Wildrick, Wilmot, Wilson, Winthrop, 
and Wood—20. 


So the amendment to the amendment was 


agreed to. 
[When the name of Mr. Savace was called, he 
rose to make a question under the 40th rule of the 
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Flouse, as to his right to vote, he having served in 
the Mexican war. The Chair ruled that the point 
was made too late; thatit should have been made 
before the roll was called.) 

The question then recurred on the amendment 
of Mr. Gorman, as thus amended. 

And it was agreed to. 

And the bill with these instructions was referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 


PEACE CONGRESS. 


Thecall for petitions and memorials proceeded. 
The State of Ohio being called 
Mr. CROWELL rose and presented a petition 
from citizens of the State of Ohio, praying Con- 
ress to take measures to establish a Board of Ar- 
itration or fora Congress of Nations to settle inter- 
national disputes without a resort to arms. 
Mr, C. moved the reference of the memorial to 
a select committee. 
Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, moved its ref- 
erence to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
Mr. INGE moved that the memorial be laid on 
the table. 
After a brief conversation, a motion was made 
by Mr. JONES that the House adjourn, 
The motion was rejected; and the motion to 
lay the memorial on the table was rejected. 
The question recurring on the motion to refer 
the memorial to the Committee on Foreign Af- 
fairs— ° 
Mr. CROWELL asked the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered , and bejng taken, were— 
yeas 85, nays 97, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Alston, Anderson, Bay, Bayly, 
Bocock, Bowdon, Albert G. Brown, Wm. J. Brown, Buel, 
Burt, E. C. Cabell, G. A, Caldwell, J. P. Caldwell, W. R. 
W. Cobb, Coleock, Deberry, Dimmick, Disney, Edmund- 
son, Ewing, Featherston, Fitch, Fuller, Gentry, Gerry, Gor- 
mon, Green, Hall, Hammond, Haralson, 1. G. Harris, 5, W. 
Harris, Hibbard, Hilliard, Hoagland, Holliday, Howard, 
Hubbard, Andrew Johnson, James L. Jehnson, Robert W. 
Johnson, Jone=, Kaufman, La Sére, Leffler, Littlefield, Job 
Maun, Mason, McClernand, McDowell, Finis E. McLean, 
McMullen, McQueen, MeWillie, Miilson, Morris, Morse, 
Olds, Orr, Outlaw, Owen, Parker, Phelps, Potter, Powell, 
Richardson, Robbins, Kobinson, Roes, Savage, Sawtelle, 
Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Alexander H. 
Stephens, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Venable, Wallace, 
Watkins, Wellborn, Wildrick, Williams, Woodward, and 
Young—s5 

NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, Andrews, Ashmun, Bissell, 
Booth, Bowie, Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, C. Butler, 
T. B. Butler, Calvin, Campbell, Carter, Casey, Chandler, 
Clark, Cleveland, Cole, Conger, Conrad; Corwin, Crowell, 
Daniel, Dickey, Dixon, Doty, Duncan, Durkee, Alexander 
Evans, Nathan Evans, Fowler, Giddings, Goodenow, Gott, 
Gould, Griancll, Halloway, Hampton, Harlan, Hay, Hay- 
mond, Hebard, Henry, Howe, Inge, Jackson, Julian, Kerr, 
Daniel P. King, George G. King, James G. King, John 
A. King, Preston King, Horace Mann, Marshall, Matteson, 
MeGaughey, McKissock, Robert M. McLane, Meacham, 
Moore, Nelson, Newell, Ogie, Otis, Peasice, Phanix, 
Pitman, Putuam, Reed, Risley, Rockwell, Root, Rumsey, 
Backett, Schenck, Schermerhorn, Silvester, Spalding, 
Sprague, Stetson, Strong, Taylor, William Thompson‘ 
Thurman, Tuck, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Walden, 
Waldo, White, Wilmot, Wilson, and Winthrop.—97 


So the memorial was not referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

The question then recurring on the motion to 
refer to a select committee, 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, moved that 
the whole subject be laid on the table. He thought, 
he said, that this foolery had gone far enough. 
And on his motion he siked the yeas and nays. 

And, thereupon, pending the question, 

The House adjourned. 





NOTICES OF BILLS. 
Mr. PHCENIX gave notice that he would, at an early 
gave ask leave to introduce a bill to amend the warchouse 
ill. 
Mr. SIBLEY gave notice of a bill “to provide for the 
construction of certain roads in the Territory of Minnesota.” 





PETITIONS, &c. 
The following petitions were presented under 
the rule, and appropriately referred : 


By Mr. ALBERTSON: The petition of William Schnee 
and 115 others, citizens of Posey county, Indiana, praying 
the passage of a law for the abolitiou of the Chaplaincy in 
Congress, the army and navy, 
_. By Mr. FULLER: The petition of Amaziah Billings and 
22 others, praying for the erection of a lighthouse on Fay’s 
Point, in the town of Brooklin, county of Hancock, for the 
safety and convenience of vessels sailing into and from the 
hagpors of Ellsworth, Blue Hill, Surry, Scaville, Mount 
Desert, Tremont, Deer Island and Sedgwick. 

Also, a petition of Hezekiah Means and 35 others, for 
a similar pu . 

By Mr. BAYLY: The petition of Robert Anderson, ad- 
ministrator of Patrick McCauly and Alexander McCa,) 
praying for the of a law to provide for the satis’ >” 
tion of French spoliations prior to 1800. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
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Also, of Alfred Billups, heir of Joice Billups, with a | officers of our army in the latewar with = 

similar prayer. to the Commitiee on Military Mexico, Referred 
Also, of John Simkins and John A. Brickhouse, adminis- lt By Mr. CROWELL: The resolutions of the 1, 

trators of Covington Simkins, with a similar prayer. i Ohio, instructing the Senators and requesti egisiature 








Also, the petition of George W. Everitt, of Phillips i} resentatives to inquire into the ex Me the Rep. 
Maine, praying for an alteration of the law regulating the | passage of a ic anineneion the ae appr ing the 
ny upon newspapers and reviews. } of a portion of the territory acquired from Mexic oe nation 

By Mr. BUTLER, of Connecticut: The petition of Hen- || benefit of all free persons of color who become at ~ 
ry 8. Glover, and 117 others, for reduction of postage. Re- || tlers, and. to establish schools for them. Referr. 7 set. 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. || Committee on Public Lands. Cd tO the 

By Mr. GOODENOW : The petition of Moses Cariton,of || _ By Mr. BUTLER, of Connecticut: The petition of 
Wiscasset, Maine ; also the petition of the heirs of Captain || M. Bunce,‘and others, praying a reduction of James 


William Foster, late of Wiscasset, and Erastus Foote, at- 
torney, administrator and assignee of H. Woodbury, for |! 
| indemnity for French spoliations prior to 1800, generally. 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. BRIGGS: Resolutions of the Legislature of the 
State of New York, praying Congress to sei apart a portion rom the fi 
of the public domain to exiles from Hungary, and to all act- || this House and referred to the appropriate Commitee es 
ual settlers, being citizens of the United States,a similar |; And also, the same disposition of the petition and , 


: Of postage, 

By Mr. MILLSON: The petition of William G Mans 
and John F. C. Potts, second and third clerks in the nee 
| Store at Portsmouth, Virginia, asking an increase ainee 
pensation. Referred to the Committee of Ways and — 
Mr. GERRY asked that the petition and papers jon” 
ease of Peter Frast, for a pension, be taken f the 





portion of the public domain, free of charge. Referred to |, of Amaziah Goodwin; which motions were agreed to 
the Committee on Public Lands. | On motion by Mr. GOODENOW, leave was granted 
By Mr. PRESTON KING: The petition of citizens of || withdraw from the files the papers in the case of Fr . 
Broome county, New York, for the liberation from prison of | Tribou, and the same were referred to the Commitee 
Drayton and Sayre, and asking the attention of Congress to || Invalid Pensions. = 
| 


the refusal of the Secretary of State to grant a passport to 
Henry Hambleton, on account of his color, and for other || 
purposes. Referred to the Committee on the District of Co- | 
lumbia. 








. 


IN SENATE. 


Also, the petition of C. Gurney and others, from the State || Monpar, January 28, 1850. 
of Michigan, asking the attention of Congress to the im- {| The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the 
prisonment of Drayton and Sayre, in the District of Colum- || 
bia, and to other grievances. Referred to the Committee || 





os Sen- 
ate a communication from the Secretary of Wa; 
’ 


covering a report of the Chief of Topographica) 
| Engineers, made in compliance with a resolution 
of the 4th instant calling for the survey and exam. 
| ination of the river Savannah, made by Lieut. y. 
L. Smith; which was ordered to lie on the table 
and be printed. 

Also, a communication from the Secretary of 
| War, covering a report of the Chief of ‘Topo. 
_graphical Engineers, made in compliance with g 
resolution of the Senate of the 7th instant, calling 
for reports, plans, and estimates for improving the 
entrances from Lake Michigan into Maskegop 


for the District of Columbia. | 
Also, the petition of Thomas Coats, of Morristown, New 
York, for an invalid pension. Referred to the Committee | 


| on Invalid Pensions. 
Also, on motion of Mr. KING, the Committee on Revo- 
| lutionary Pensions were instructed to inquire and report | 

upon the right of Zachariah Barber to a pension. 
| By Mr. OWEN: The petition of William MeCord, H. |! 
H. Haurmack, William Galloway, Nathan Bussey, Moses 
Boynton, Littleton Hooten, William Isom, sen., John Me- 
Crary, S. M. Boynton, M. W. Stanhope, and one hundred 
ard seventy-five other citizens of the county of Talbot, State 
of Georgia, remonstrating against the appropriation of the 
national funds to pay clergy for the Houses of Congress, for 
the army and navy, for military schools and Indian stations; : , ” 
and to refrain from all legislation on the subject of religion; || Lake, Black River, and Gland River; which were 
which was soteared te the Committee on the Judiciary. | ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 

‘ TT: tition of the teac 
By Mr. GOTT: The petition of the teachers and students || MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 


of Manlin’s Academy, New York, for cheap postage. oy 
By Mr. BINGHAM: The memorial of the citizens of Mr. DICKINSON presented the petition of 
Mount Clemens, Macomb county, Michigan, asking an ap- Phebe and Sylvia Ann Wood, daughters of the 
re for the improvement of the Clinton river, in late Jethro Wood, asking that the heirs of said 
Also, the petition for a mail route from Dexter to Lan- |, Wood may be remunerated for the benefits con- 
ting, in Pilchinen. ia ‘i ” | ferred on the people of the United States by his 
| By Mr. HOWE: The petition of William Livingston and || improvements in the plough; which was referred 
90 others, citizens of Clarion county, Pennsylvania, asking || to she Committee on Patents abd the Patent Office. 
Also, from the Agricultural Society of the State 
of New York, and from the members of the Legis- 

















change in the tariff laws, and an increase of duties upon 
Certain articles. Referred to the Committee of Ways and | 
Means, 
Ry Mr. HIBBARD: The petition of John Hazen, of sas . 
Pittsburg, New Hampshire, a disabled soldier, praying ‘for } lature of New York, and from a ae payeee 
| the grant of a pension. Referred to the Committee on Inva- saan aanas ee asking — : 6 oa of 
lid Pensions. » Jethro ood may be remunerated for the great 
Also, the petition of Isaae Spaulding and others, Presi- || benefits his calignidiebestinel have conferred; which 
dent and Directors of the Nashua Bank, New Hampshire, : fi d he C ittee on Patents and the 
| praying a reduction of the rates of postage. Referred to t.e || Were referred to the Comm 
Comnttee on the Post Office and Post Roads. Patent Office. 
By Mr. BOOTH: The petition of Ephraim Lyman, and 49 |; Also, the memorial of Hartwell Carver, and his 
ee ae eee Seay hy eee associates, asking an act of incorporation and a“ 
Also, the memorial of the heirs of the late Stephen Grif- aid of Government to enable them = cousiruct @ 
os sad others, for indemnity for Freneh spoliations prior || railroad from Lake a to the I acifie ner 
to 1800. i rred to the Committee on Roats 
Also, the memorial of the New Haven Insurance Company | ae date refe 
and individuals of New Haven, in the State of Connecticut, || and vanais. : Wisk. ahi 
for indemnity for French spoliations prior to T802. Also, from citizens of Batavia, New York, as 
Also, the petition of 91 inhabitants af Guilford, in the State ing a reduction of postage; which was referred to 
of Connecticut, for the reduction of postage. | the Committee on the Post Office ahd Post Roads. 
Also, the petition of Josiah Brewer, in behalf of himself | Al f - f Westchester county New 
and the teachers and pupils of the Elm City Female semi- so, from citizens of W estches hi h - 
nary of New Haven, Connecticut, for the reduction of post- || York, asking a_reduction of postage; whic — 
age. referred to the Committee on the Post Office an 
Also, the resolutions of the Legislature of the State of || Post Roads 
Connecticut in relation to slavery. Ordered to be laid on the 5 . : 
table ond printed. . Also, a memorial from Theophilus Hardenbrook, 
By Mr. CROWELL: The petition of Darwin Atwater || asking to be remunerated for his losses and suffer- 
| and others, citizens of Portage county, Ohio, praying for ings while a prisoner of war in Dartmoor prison, 
| the adoption of some means to dispense with a resort to | . 7 t Britain; 
arms in the settlement of national controversies. England, during the war with aa Military 
Also, the petition of P. Voris and others, citizens of Sum- || which was referred to the Committee 0 
mit county, Ohio, praying Congress to take measures to | Affairs. : 
establish arbitration, or a Congress of Nations, to s@ttle Mr. MANGUM presented the petition of JR. 
national controversies. 1 c ki tion for his services aM 
Also, the petition of H. B. Little, 8. P. Leeds, and others, || Ureecy, asking compensation for his ® nd sabe 
| citizens of Cuyahoga Falls, Summit county, Ohio, praying || reimbursement of his expenses in raising a Ml 
the establishment of arbitration, or a Congress of Nations, | sisting volunteers for the service of os on 
whic 





to settle international controversies ; which were severally 1 . . ico: 
referred to a select committee. . | States in the late war with Mexico; 


Also, the resolutions of the Legislature of Ohio, request- ‘| referred to the Committee on Military os 
ing the Senators and Representatives in the Congress ofthe Mr. HUNTER submitted additional docum 


price of lands in the vicinity of the Wabash and Erie and : i Claims. 
seo ate Canals. Referred to the Committee on which were referred to the Committee ¥ 

ubiic Lands. 

By Mr.G.A.CALDWELL: The petition of Charles D. 
Semple and many other citizens of Bonicia, California, ask- 





Mr. SEWARD. I am requested to Ee 
petition of citizens of Erie county, New }°% 


United States to procure the passage of a law reducing the | relating to the claim of Johh Mason, deceased; 
praying for the adoption of measures for the amt 


ing Co to establish a branch mint, port of entry, and 2 . . i ties. 
custom house at that place. Referred to the Committee of | cable adjustment of all international eng Om 
Ways and Means, || move its reference to the Committee on 

Also, the memorial of a meeting of officers and soldiers of Relations. 
the war of 1812, held at Frankfort, Kentucky, asking a grant | The motion was agreed to. 


of public lands for their services in said war. Referred to | 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 
Also, the memorial of certain officers of the 2d regiment 
of Kentucky volunteers assembled in Danville, Kentucky, 
asking an appropriation of public lands by Congress to the 


| 


NEW YORK CUSTOM-HOUSE. ihe 
Mr. SEWARD submitted documents from - 
New York Custom House, showing the compe 
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ve expenses of collecting the revenue in the | 
jistict of New York for the six months ending 
December 31, 1848, and the correspording six 
months ending at the same period in 1849; which 
were referred to the Committee on Finance. 


The statement presented by the honorable gen- 
oman shows that the revenue collected atthe port 





. New York for the six months ending December 


4], 1848, was $9,492,656 51, and for the six 
‘sonths ending December 31, 1849, $11,670,323 75; 
being an increase im six months in 1849 of 
2,178,167 12. ¢ 4 

The expenses of collection for the six months 
ending December 31, 1848, were $392,216 34, and 
for the six months ending December 31, 1849, 
255,497 97; being a reduction in six months in 
1349, of $36,719 07. : 

in the warehouse department for the six months 
ending December 31, 1848, net charge on revenue, 
442,964 43, and for the six months ending De- 
cember 31,1849, net charge on treasury, $36,178 58; 
ay for six months in 1849, a reduction ot 
$6,685 85. , 

Mr. SEWARD moved that the document be 

rinted; which was referred to the Committee on 

rinting. 
BRANCH MINT AT NEW YORK. 

Mr. SEWARD. Lameequested by the Cham- 
ber of Commerce of the city of New York to 
resent a memorial praying Congress to establish 
a branch mint in that city. I call the attention of 
the Senate to the fact that this memorial shows 
that more than one-half of the coin imported from’ 
Europe, two-thirds of the gold sent from Califor- 
nia, and one-third of the gold brought by emi- 
grants for re-coinage, is brought into the city o. 
New York. I move that the memorial be referred 
to the Committee on Commerce, and that it be 

rinted. 
mr was so referred, and the motion to print was 
referred to the Committee on Printing. 

This document shows that out of $24,153,000, 
which came into the country in the year 1849, 
twenty-one millions of it arrived at Boston and 
New York, where thereisno mint; while Philadel- 
phia, that contains the principal mint in the Union, 
received only the inconsiderable sum of $256,000. 
It estimates the whole amount of gold from Cali- 
fornia at from five to six millions, of which from 
four to five went to New York. The amount 
brought by emigrants has been estimated at eight 
millions, which goes mostly into the interior, but 
finds its way back to the sea-board. 

Mr. SEWARD also presented a memorial from 
citizens of New York, asking that the public 
lands may be granted to actual settlers y, limited 
uantities, without price; which was referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 


NEW YORK RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, I am re- 
quested vy the Legislature of the State of New 
York to submit to the Senate certain concurrent 
resolutions. One of these resolutions expresses 
their approbation of a bill appropriating a portion 
of the public domain to the Hungarian exiles now 
inthiscountry. ‘The other instructs the Senators 
and requests the Representatives ffom that State 
(o use their exertions to procure the’enactment of 
a law granting lands in limited quantities to actual 
settlers, who are citizens of the United States and 
hot possessed of ofher lands or the means of ac- 
quiring them. This resolution expresses their 
approbation of a resolution which was introduced 
here by the distinguished Senator from Massa- 
chusetts, in relation to the freedom of the public 
lands to actual settlers. I ask that this resolution 
be read, that it be laid upon the table, and that it 
be printed. 

Mr. WEBSTER. I take occasion, on this 
subject, to say that [ wait only for the publication | 
of the annual report of the Commissioner of the | 

and Office—and I am sorry that the printing of | 
this, together with other important documents, has | 
been so long delayed—to ask the Senate to take | 
up the resolution which I laid upon the table some | 
time ago. . As soon as these documents are printed 
I shall ask the Senate to give me an opportunity to 
call up my resolution. 

The resolutions were read, laid on the table, and | 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. MASON presented the memorial of the 
Corporation of Georgetown, asking that it may be 
‘mpowered to construct certain improvements 
within the limits of said Corporation; which was 
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referred to the Committee for the District of Co~ Mr. FOOTE presented the =stition of Joha 
lumbia. Hollohan, asking compensation for iis services as 
_ Mr. HAMLIN presented the petition of 137 cit~ || messenger and watchman in the Patent Office; 
izens of Bangor, Maine, asking a uniform reduc- || which was referred to the Committee of Claims. 

-— — — ¥ eumgeta ap came’ pee = ~ ie pone the petition Annee ~*~ 
referr e Committee on the Pos ce an w of an army officer, asking to be al- 
Post Roads. \ | lowed a pension; which A referred to the Com- 

Mr. DOWNS am the memorial of Josiah || —_— ee? Affairs. 

Barker, Thos. W. Chinn, Micajah Courtney, and | r. of Wisconsin, presented three 
the representatives of John Sisataned. sureties of || petitions of citizens of Racine, Wiscownin, asking 
Thomas Gibbs Morgan, late collector of the port the construction of a harbor at that place; which 
of New Orleans, asking to be released from a were referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
judgment obtained against them by the United || Mr. BADGER submitted additional documents 
States; which was referred to the Comeniion on || relating to the claim of the heirs of Edward Bun- 
the Judiciary. a which, with the petition on the files of the 

nate, were referred to the Commitiee on Revo- 

AN ee ns CASE. | lutionary Claims. 

Mr. DOWNS also presented the memorial of E. Mr. BUTLER presented the memorial of the 
L. Blackburn, late the widow of Felix Boswell, |} heirs and legal representatives of merchants and 
asking that the estate of her Jate husband may be | underwriters of Charleston, South Carolina, ask- 
eee — liabilities. In offering this memorial | ing indemnity for French spoliations prior to 1800; 

r. U. Raid: : | which was referred to the select committee on the 

The memorial which I now present is one of || subject. 
such a character, and attended with circumstances || Mr. FELCH presented a memorial from citi- 
so extraordinary, that I beg leave to call the atten- || zens of Michigan, asking the establishment of an 
tion of the Senate to it. It is the petition of the |! additional land office in that State; which was re- 
widow of Judge Bosworth, who died while acting | frre tothe Commitee on Pubic Lands 

paymas sarmy inthe late}; Mr. WEBST presented a petition from 
war with Mexico. He was appointed a paymas- | manufacturers of shoe lasts in the city of Boston, 
ter in the army and left for his uty at Vera Cruz. | Massachusetts, asking to be protected against for- 
Three weeks aftgy his arrival he was taken sick || eign violations of Blanchard’s patent-right; which 
with the yellow aa Tacs et A clerk living with || was ordered to lie on the table. 
him was taken with the same disease and died three Mr. BUTLER presented a memorial from the 
Seye sear him. OF ihe pr bed at " pring oe Chamber of Commerce of Charleston, South Car- 
with him, one was taken sick with the fever, but af- || olin king that the rates of postag be re- 
terwards recoverd. His brother was also attacked || Zonal ak io frankie otstinentieliiets which 
and has since died. A surgeon of the army who at- || was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
tended him has since died. An officer of the army, || and Post Roads. ; 2 ; 
Cant. Page, who attended him in his last moments, | Mr. COOPER presented the petition of Lucius 
an net oe wie eae his amy. men are = ate as = the meen of Fensioenegen 
since died. Capt. Fage was requested to deliver || Clothing of the Navy Department, asking addi- 
ever the ete ones: Oo me ree in || tional compensation; which was referred to the 
the possession of the deceased, to the officer au- || Committee of Claims. 
thorized to oars ney Can out pecorroneiny | Mr. CASS presented fifty-three petitions of cit- 
that he also has since died, and every free white || izens of Philadelphia and other portions of Penn- 
person who was present, at all acquainted with the || sylvania, all numerously signed, asking that the 
affairs of this officer, is now dead. His papers | spirit-ration in the navy may be abolished; which 
and books were carefully put up in a trunk and || were referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
dispatched to his widow at her residence, together Mr. BALDWIN presented the memorial of the 
with a considerable sum of money and the vouchers || heirs of Stephen Griffith and others; the memorial 
which were pepppee’ peonnty. oy tbe settlement || of the heirs of Samuel Stone; and the memorial of 
of his accounts. It turns out that the trunk was || the New Haven Insurance Company and others 
robbed, not only of the money but of the vouchers, || asking indemnity for French spoliations prior to 
so that there is no legal evidence, and in conse- |; 1800; which were referred to the select committee 
gens i ee of = money on seen nt is —— a ‘ pie % , 
oun at his accounts are wanting some three || r. B. also presented a petition from citizens o 
thousand dollars. No defence could be made in | Plymouth, Connecticut, asking that measures may 
the court below, because these facts could not be |) be adopted for the amicable adjustment of interna- 
proved by legal evidence, although evidence, suffi- || tional difficulties; which was referred to the Com- 
cient to poteny <0 Of ane meee! me, ae | mittee on Foreign Relations. 
been preserved. e evidence afforded by the || Mr. B. further presented a petition from citizens 
statements of Captain Page show that these | of Connecticut interested in the patent right of 














are substantially true, and that the funds were + Thomas Blanchard, asking tha? said patent right 
taken by him and delivered over to the proper || may be protected from foreign violation; which 
officer. Other statements, as well as the affidavit | was ordered to lie on the table. 
of the widow herself, show that the trunk was |! Mr. B. also submitted additional documents rela- 
robbed. This evidence is not such asd would be | ting to the claim of Ann Dodd; which were re- 
received by a court of justice, but I hope the com- || ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 
mittee will take into consideration the evidence of Mr. PRATT presented the petition of George 
the body servant of the paymaster, who has related |, F. De la Roche, of the District of Columbia, as 
all the circumstances in a satisfactory manner to || the representative of the firm of Wm. Lewis 
all who know him. I would state that at the time || Sontag & Co., of Philadelphia; the petition of the 
the case was tried, although there was no legal || Maryland Insurance Company; and of the Balti- 
evidence on which to make a defence, it was the | more Insurance Company; and the petition of 
opinion of all the attorneys who conducted the || Catharine Wilson, of Baltimore city, in behalf of 
@se that the circumstances were so peculiar that, || the heirs of David Wilson, asking indemnity tor 
though judgment must be rendered against her, it || French spoliations prior to 1800; which were re- 
was a proper case for the interposition of Congress. || ferred to the select committee on that subject. 
Judgment was had, and the execution will soon be Mr. P. also presented a petition from citizens of 
issued, and the property of the widow, who was | Alleghany county, Maryland, asking the reduction 
one of the securities, sacrificed if no relief is given. || of the rates of postage; which, was referred to the 
I hope the committee will take the case into con- Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 
sideration at an early period, and [ have no doubt || Mr. CASS presented the petition of professors 
that evidence can be obtained, and so strong acase | and teachers in the Brooklyn Female Academy 
made out that they will not fail to grant the relief. | and four hundred and ninety-two pupils in the 
I move that the memorial be referred to the Com- | same, asking a reduction of postage to two cents 
mittee on Military Affairs. : on prepaid letters; which was referred to the Com- 
It was so referred, | mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. . 
Mr. MILLER presented the memorial of the || Mr. C. also presented a memorial, numerously 
President and Faculty of Burlington College, a | signed by citizens of Washington county, Penn- 
petition of students at said college, and a petition | sylvania, asking that Elizabeth Porter, widow of 
of the scholars of the Moorestown Boarding | Joseph Porter, may he allowed a pension; which 
School, in the State of New Jersey, asking a re- || was referred to the Committee on Pensions, 
duction of the rates of postage; which were referred Mr. C. also presented the petition of Stanton 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. Wales, a captain during the war with Great Britain, 
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asking remuneration for private property destroyed | be remunerated for the loss of his improvements, 
by the enemy in the public storehouse at Buffalo; |; of which he was dispossessed contra 


which was referred to the Committee of Claims. 


Mr. C. further presented the petition of Nathan- | Indian Affairs. 


jel Champ, asking « new land werrant in lieu of 
one suppored to be destroyed; which was referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. C. also presented the petition of Alpheus 


Alger, Charles Charta, Dennis Dolabra,and others, || statue of 
citizens of Maryland, commending the liberality |) quig 
of the resolution offered by a distinguished Sena- || 


tor for the relief of the Hungarian refugees, and 
suggesting that there are in the State of Maryland 
many native refugees who are oppressed by pov- 
erty more enduring than Russian barbarity or 
Austrian cruelty and injustice, and asking that 
when the public domain shall be apportioned to the 
Hungarian exiles, the interests, welfare, and pro- 
tection of the Maryland refugees, who desire most 
earnestly to flee from the oppression and cruelty of 
poverty, may be favorably considered, and placed 


et least on equal footing with the interests of the | 


Hungarians; which was referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. KING presented a petition very numerously 
signed by citizens of Alabama, objecting to the 
national chaplain system; which was ordered to 
lie onthe table. 

Mr. RUSK presented the memorial of the offi- 
cers of the late navy in Texas, asking to be admit- 
ted into the navy of the United States; which was 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I presented the other 


day a memorial from certain officers and soldiers || 


in the war of 1812, in favor of granting bounty 
lands to the officers and soldiers who served in 
that war. I now hold in my hand a memorial 
adopted at a meeting of officers and soldiers of that 
war, assembled in Frankfort, Kentucky. Gov- 
ernor Metcalfe, latea member of this body, was 
the President of the meeting, and sent the memo- 
rial to fhe. Among the signers | see the name of 
Enoch Tucker, and I would state that, if there be 


a man whose sufferings could entitle him to a tract || 
of land, this soldier was that man. In Dudley’s || 


defeat he was wounded in the knee so that the 
limb would bend backward as well as forward, 
and in that situation he hobbled about three miles, 
aided by two or three soldiers. He ultimately 
lost his limb, but his life was saved, and he is now 
a respectable citizen. He is one of the memorial- 
ists, and they state that they carried munitions of 
the army on the snow, on sleds, to the back part 
of what is now Michigan, and they performed 
other toils of a similar character. 

The memorial was referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 

Mr. PEARCE presented the memorial of the 
heirs of Alexander Martin, asking indemnity for 
French spohiations prior to 1800; which was re- 
ferred to the select committee on the subject. 

Mr. P. also presented the petition of James 
Wilson, surviving partner of William Wilson & 


Sons, and the petition of Benjamin N. Hodges, | 


surviving partner of Hodges & Lansdale, asking 
compensation for tobacco destroyed by the enemy 


in the year 1814; which were referred to the Com- || 


mittee of Claims. 

Mr. CLAY presented the memorial of citizens 
of Lexington, in the State of Kentucky, asking 
that Columbus, in that State, may be made the 
eastern terminus of the proposed railroad to the 


i 
i} 
} 
th 





ry to the treaty || 
of 1835; which was referred to the Contenitiss on | 

1 
STATUE OF WASHINGTON. } 

Mr. COOPER. | beg leave to present the me- 

morial of Mr. Crawford, an American sculptor, || 
proposing to execute for Congress an equestrian || 
ashington in bronze; and | ask the in- | 
gence of the Senate for a moment, while | refer || 
to the character of the memorialist as an artist. | 
Mr. Crawford has been for many years a resident || 


} 


| of Robert Lilly, on the fites of the Senate, be 





Jan. 28 


On motion by Mr. ATCHISON, 
Ordered, That the petition of Jobo H. 

of thn Seuain, ba.tnlned ib Ge cae of Claw 
On motion by Mr. HAMLIN, , 


Ordered, That the petition of A. Cowen, and other heirg 


|| from and referred to the Committee on Pune there. 


is. 
On motion by Mr. BALDWIN, 
Ordered, That the petition of Oliver Tucker 
of the Senate, be taken therefrom and referred’ 
mnittee on Pensions. 
On motion by Mr. HUNTER, 


Ordered, That the Coinmittee on Naval 


On the files 
to the Coy. 


° 
, 


galleries of the Vatican at Rome and the Ducal 
Palace at Florence. He has resided principally at 
| Rome for fourteen years, where he has executed in 
|| marble several groups and a large number of single 
|| figures of great beauty and merit, which have secu- 
|| red for him deserved celebrity as an artist. In what 


|| | may say in commendation of Mr. Crawford, I 


ee 


|| have no design to depreciate the talents of our dis- 
| tinguished countrymen who have vindicated Amer- 
|| ican genius by works which have attracted the 
|| attention and admiration of Europe. On the con- 
|| trary, Lam proud to congratulate the country on 
|| the possession of such artists as Greenough and 

Power, who, in an age whose tendencies are all 


| successfully devoted themselves to revive a senti- 
|| ment of the true and beautiful intart, and to prove 
that there are sources of enjoyment outside the 
|| circle of profit. 
But, sir, while these distinguished artists have 
| acquired fame, both at home and abroad, by works 
| worthy of a higher period of art than the present, 
| the memorialist is in all respects their equal; and 


life-like character to the inanimate stone or can- 
|| vas, he hasnosuperior among living artists. To 
|| my own knowledge, sir, his studio at Rome is 
|| daily crowded with admirers of the beautiful 
| groupe wrowght by his chisel; and Europeans and 

mericans have united in according to him a high 
| place among the eminent sculptors of the age. 

I pretend, Mr, President, to but little knowledge 
of the art of sculpture, and to none of that re- 
fined and educated judgment of artistic merit which 
constitutes true taste, and which distinguishes the 
connoisseur. I cannot, therefore, speak a8 a vir- 
tuoso of Mr. Crawford’s works of art; but if it 








them, new sentiments are awakened in the bosom 
—séntiments which are akin to those inspired by 
eloquence or music, or the contemplation of the 


offspring of true genius. But itis not my intention 
| to describe either the groups or single figures exe- 
| cuted by Mr. Crawford, and which are scattered 


|, to say, that, in the judgment of all who have seen 
|| them, they are regarded as rare and excellent spe- 
\ cimens of art. 
|| Itis right, Mr. President, that the living, who 
| are the recipients of the bounties of the illustrious 
| dead, should acknowledge their obligations, and 
|| manifest their gratitude, by fitting memorials. 
|| The marble which is rising in such proud and 
| noble proportions in view of the Capitol isa worthy, 
|) and will be an enduring monument of the coun- 
|| try’s gratitude to an eminent benefactor; but from 


; . ' He || its design it will represent the civic rather than the 
Pacific ocean; which was referred to the Commit- 6 P 


tee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. YULEE presented the petition of James A. 
Goff, asking compensation for horses impressed 
into the public service during the Seminole war; 
which was referred to the Commitiee of Claims. 

Mr. Y. also presented additional documents in 


relation to the claim of Robert Butler; which was || neg geibag tenga’ 
referred ta the Committee on the Public Lands. —_|| language of 
Mr. BRADBURY presented the memorial of || 


| heroic virtues of him whose memory itis intended 
| to perpetuate. On the other hand, an equestrian 
|| Statue, such as the memorialist proposes to exg- 
| cute, will represent the latter—the heroic virtues of 
|, Washington; and both together, sir, will carr 

down and exhibit to posterity the qualities of both 
ly blended in the char- 
|| acter of the tyre American patriot, who, in the 

t 


e memorial, is, by many titles, the 


Moses Carlton) Galting indemnity for Princh spo | father of his country and the benefactor of his race. 
: , + |) 


liations prior to 1800; which was referred to the | 


select committee on the subject. 
Mr. B. also presented the petition of Sarah Ladd, | 
mother of James M. Ladd, late an officer in the | 
navy, asking to be allowed a pension; which was 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 
Mr. B. farther presented five petitions of citi-_; 
zens of Bath, Maine, asking that the spirit ration 
in the navy may be abolished. i| 
Mr. BERRIEN presented the petition of Lewis. 
Raiston, head of the Cherokee tesily, asking tol 





I move that the memorial be referred to the 
Committee on the Library, and | hope there will 
be prompt, speedy, and favorable action upon it. 
1 also move that the memorial be printed. 

The memorial was referred to the Committee on 
| the Library, and the motion to print was referred 
_ to the Committee on Printing. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 





.. On motion by Mr. SHIELDS, 


|| Ordered, That the petition of Lewis Morris, on the files 
{so Boe Senate, be referred to the Commitiee on Military 
. 8. 


| abroad, studying those incomparable models of the | 
great masters whose chef d euvresadorn the famous | 


| towards, the acquisition of wealth and power have | 


in the creative faculty which imparts the speaking, || 


be an evidence of genius that, in contemplating | 


grand and beautiful in Nature, then are they the | 


| throughout Europe and the United States, except | 


Affairs he dis. 
Petition of the 
n Company, of 
the Commiitice 


charged from the further consideration of the 
President and Directors of the Tredegar Iro 
Richmond, Virginia, and that it be referred wo 
of Claims. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES, 

Mr BORLAND, from the Committee on Py}. 
| lic Lands, to which was referred the bill to gran: 
|, to the State of Arkansas the public lands remain. 
| ing uhsold, on account of the overflows in that 
| State, reported back the same with an amendmen 
|, striking out all after the enacting clause and chap. 
|| ging the title so as to read “A bill to enable the 
| State of Arkansas and other States to reclaim the 
| swamp lands within their limits,” accompanied 
|| by a report; which was ordered to be printed, 
|, Also, from the same,committee, to which was 


| referred the bill allowing exchanges of and grant. 
|| ing additional school lands in the State of Arkap- 
| sas, reported back the same with amendments, ac- 
|, companied by a report; which was ordered to be 
|| printed. 

|| Mr. BALDWIN, from the Committee on Claims, 
|| to which was referred the petition of Allen G. 
|| Johnson; reported a bill for his relief, accompanied 
|| by a report; which was-ordered to be printed. 


|| Mr. NORRIS, from the Committee of Claims, 
| to which was referred the petition of H. L. Ken- 
| drick, a major in the army, asking to be allowed 
| a credit for public money stolen while in his pos- 
|| session, in Mexico, reported a bill for his relief, 
| accompanied by a report; which was ordered to be 
| printed. 
Mr. DOWNS, from the Committee of Private 
‘| Land Claims, to which was referred the petition 
| of George W. Jones, as attorney for certain heirs, 
|| reported a bill for the relief of the legal represent- 
| atives of John Rice Jones, deceased ; which was 
|| read, and ordered to a second reading. 
‘| Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, from the Commit 
|| tee on Military Affairs, to which was referred a 
|| resolution in relation to fortifications on Dauphin 
| Island, reported a bill to provide for the fortifica- 
| tion of Ship Island, off the coast of Mississippi, 
| accompanied by a report; which was ordered to 
|| be printed. 


STEAMSHIP UNITED STATES. 

Mr. KING. The Committee on Foreign Re- 
lations, to which was referred the memorial of 
Conrad W. Faber, Leopold Bierwith, and Theo- 
dore Victor, asking to be released from bonds 

iven by them, not to carry out of the port of 
New York the steamship United States, have in- 
structed me to present a report. It appears that 
| the steamship ** United States” had been built 
| under a contract of the Confederated Government 
| of the German Empire. The committee do not 
instruct me tosay whether these bonds were prop- 
erly executed or not; but they have come to the 
conclusion that whether or not it was proper to 
| require these bonds, it is now proper that the 
|| memorialists should be released from them, and 
| from any further obligation to which these bonds 
would subject them. The ship is gone, and these 

bonds are so worded as to render those individuals 
liable at any future time if that vessel should _be 
| employed in war against any nation with whom 
1 we might be at peace. A bill also for this pur 
|| pose was referred to the same commitiee to which 
‘the memorial was referred, and 1 am directed to 
| report back the bill in order that it may take is 
| regular course. 








THE CENSUS. 

| Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, from the Select 

| Committee on the Census, to which were referret 

| documents relative to the subject, reported a bil 
providing for taking the seventh Census. _ 

|” fe bill was read the first and second time by 
its ttle. $ 

| Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. Mr. Presiden, 

| the Senate must see that this matter requires early 
consideration, in order that a law may be 
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in the first place, and the preparations mate for || dient to re€stablish diplomatic relations with the Govern- i met the approbation of the Committee on the 
the appointments necessary to execute that law. |] iment of the Germanic Confederacy. ; || Judiciary, | have but little hope that it will afford 
[ move, sir, that it be made the epesal ender of} Mr. WALKER submitted the following resolu- || the yemedy it is intended to afford. | fear, Mr. 
for Thursday next, at one o’clock- | Hon: ‘ || President, that the d i ted too deeply t 
tnt OOTE. I-did not hear the remarks of the | Resolved, That eae tary of War be directed, iCin his || be reached on codlaiory -Septilenient tama oe, 
. honorable Senator from ate distinctly, || the ¢ ouitet ual caha or thie Githaveres an Eanes Onturice | that the legislative bodies of the non-slaveholdin 
but [ — suggest to = , ne - ae tel ace yy ane eae a i States, = the a of thetr people, have inflict 
which ceriinly are of avery urgent characer. || oy seam, coped thin commerce the nggeate can af || % “aNd wpe immedicaile. I fear it will be ced 
am very unwilling they should postponed, un- |) and the annual expense of manning and working the vessels, || that even this law will be of little worth in secu- 
less for special reasons. 1 must confess that for with the number of passengers transported therein, and the || ring the rights of those for whose benefit it is in- 
one Lam unwilling to eee the ordinary legis- || annual vatue of that branch of trade ; alse, such information tended; and yet, if the remedies Proposed could be 
lation of the country until certain momentous ques- 
tions are settled. 


n regard to the tonnage, &e., of the British shippin on : 
een Lakes > ae be in possession of the depart. enforced, they would be found of exceeding vaiue 
: L ment under his charge. and importance, not alone to the people of the 
Mr.DAVIS. Mr. President, I did not take i 
into consideration that matter. I was not instruct- | OPERATIONS OF THE MINT. : 1 
ed by the committee to do it. I can only say,in || A message was received from the President of 
reply to my worthy friend from Mississippi, that | the United States, transmitting the annual report 
he must perceive, and every gentleman must per- || of the Director of the Mint, showing the operations || rity of their institutions. What is the present 
eeive, that if the census of the country is to be || of the mint and its branches during the year 1849; |/ state of things? The property held by that part of 
aken with reference to the first of June, which is || which was referred to the Committee on Finance || the United States, valued at hundreds of millions 
the usual period, the time is now very short to || and ordered to be printed. || Of dollars, is the subject of wanton depredation by 


make ™ eee a9 pam = = an ee BILLS INTRODUCED ON LEAVE. 1 _ nme — non-slaveholding ae ame 
cution of the law. T he passed ; » P : 0 ; the right to this property exists not in the o inar 
blanks have to pn prvetad and ane ors on chageia ee se bait gtatade ns ae. || tenure of property alone, but is secured by the fon 
wide country, = persons Me 1 wT e the | States of Alabama and Mississippi respectively a | damental laws of this Government. It is the sub- 
census, uocuns ? as ‘ liew > - ~] donation of public lands, to aid in the construction || ject of depredation—of wanton depredation—by 
duced, there ms on ’ is, ’ rats the rs of a railroad from the city of Mobile to the mouth || the people of the non-slaveholding States, ander 
the nen w +) ot or at ‘ul - mee of the Ohio river; which was read a first and || the sanction of their governments. | fear, there. 
day for a a ~ eae C 7 fk pot oe second time and referred to the Committee on || fore, seriously fear, that, pass what law we may, 
hone . e ho me o anes se Oar | Roads and Canals. such law will be found inoperative; for no law can 
stitutional duty. nis o a cons aatons uty Mr. F. also, in pursuance of previous notice, || be carried inte effect, uniess it is sustained and 
which nto Adil Pine, i refore wrap, || aaked and obtained leave to introdues.e till for the || Supported by the loyalty of the people to whom it 
anxious to —_ Se Th, ee wo SE = are aie || relief of Margaret E. Carnes, widow of Peter A. || 18 directed, MI 
SET Peg wees eae | Seetactrnrangad ond red | Wnt he pve fh dame ee 
e ) . : ourth article of the Cons nm there are 
Mr. FOOTE. I only wish to make a single Sir Aa te caheaaaes of notice, asked two clauses providing for the extradition of certain 
k further. The reasons given by the Sena- btai * tena t , classes of persons escaping from one State to 
pg M hata tain! gent || 294 obtained leave to bring in a bill to cede the pe pag ae 
tor from Massac ho certain y very aan H public lands of the United States toghe States re- || another—élauses that lie in juxtaposition, con- 
forthe parnane:w ich he agg ag om Eoanen e spectively in which they are situated, on condition ceived at the same time, and written upon the 
os totake up thie matier for early eee that the said States shalt severally grant and con. || Same page, and ewch of them—I submit not only 


but {do think that there are matiers before us of . in || t0 Senators, but to the world—each of them plain 
an imperiously urgent character, that are entilled | rey, the said lands to actual Sat ae ae : : 


to precedence over it. I suppose the honorable 
Senator will be content with allowing two weeks’ | 
delay to occur, and it will be then early enough | 
to act upon the subject which he mentions, and 
then other matters might be immed iately disposed 
of. I for one am exceedingly anxious that some 
other matters, unnecessary now to be specified, 
should be acted on by this body before soyuning 
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State which I represent, but of all the southern 
States now holding the African race in bondage. 
Sir, it is not only important, bat it is indispensa- 
ble to the security of their property aud the integ- 



































limited quantities, for cost of survey, transfer, and || distinct, unequivocal in their Import, and the ends 
title muniments merely; which was read twice and || designed to be attained. Now, sir, even should I 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. succeed, though in a plain and humble manner, to 
direct the attention of the country to the existing 
NOTICE OF A BILL. state of things in relation to these clauses of the 
Mr. SEWARD gave notice that he would to- Constitution, and not startle these people into re. 
norrow, or on some subsequent day, aak leave to || bellion against the Government of their own States, 
introduce a bill granting land to the refugees who |! this law, if passed, will remain, | am afraid, a 
befo took part in the struggle for liberty and independ- || dead letter upon your statute-book, as the present 
in the ordinary course of legislation is proceede || ence in Hungary. law is. [tis provided in the fourth article of the 
with. || RELATIONS WITH CENTRAL AMERICA. Constitution as follows: 


: Mr. DAVIS. The Senator from Mississippi : ‘* A person charged in any State with treason, felony, or 
will perceive that | have not the slightest disposi- | dy by ret Pro i ne PFO- | other crime, who shall flee from justice, and be found in 
tion to interpose obstacles in the way of any || °& to the consideration of the fo Owing reso- || another State, shall, on demand at’ the executive authority 
: . ‘ || lution, submitted by him on the 15th inst., which || of the State from which he fled, be delivered up to be re- 
measure which he has introduced. I am influ- was adopted: moved to the State having jurisdiction of the crime.” 


enced entirely by the consideration that the time || Resolvei, That the President of the United States be re- This is the first clause of extradition—a clause 
is how unusually short, and that unless we push || quested to cause to he laid before the Senate, (in open ses- || Operating in all the States— made for the benefit of 
the bill through this body, it will be impossible to sion, if, ia his opinion, consistent with the public interest, |! all the States, and each of the States is alike inter- 














itthrough th ouse, and get it to the countr otherwise in Executive session,) copies of all instructions | : bor 
aoe Py ere the obices of the asia ¥ and communications of the late Secretary of State to our || ested in having it ew 
h h ae os . late chargé d’affaires at Guatemala, and ail dispatches and What is the other clause? 
ope, therefore; the Senate will indulge me by communications from said chargé d’affaires to the Depart- No person held to service or labor in one State, under 
having this taken up on Thursday next. ment of State, including any conventions or treaties he may || the laws thereof, escaping to another, shall, in consequence 
The motion to make the bill the special order || bave concluded with either of the States comprising the late of any law or regulation therein, be discharged frou such 
for Thursday next at one o'clock, was then || Republic of Central America ; and also all correspondence || service or labor, but shail be delivered up on the claim of 
agreed ta y x , between Aen said faa caeanaie oo eee oF || the party to whom such gervice or labor way be due.” 
. representatives of either of sai es ; and also all commu- : vr 
Mr. YULEE, from the Committee on Naval || nications and instructions from the present Secretary of Clauses, sir, having a kindred purpose, ere 
Affairs, to which was referred the petition of || Stte to our late chargé @aftaires or our present chargé designed to effect the surrender of fugitives from 
George Harvey submitted an adverse report ; @affaires to either of said States; and of all dispatches or || justice, the other designed to effect the surrender 
’ ; 


; : communications from our chargé d’affaires ta. the Depart- vitive bor— lause imperative 
which was ordered to be printed. ment of State, including any conventions or treaties be may of fugitives from labor—each ¢ Ee 


Mr. Y. i ave concluded with either of said States ; and also al! car- upon the Government framed under that Constitu- 
a bill - site — mameene ropestnes between the Department of State and either || tion, and upon the States who are parties to it. 
onl rs ; Sak f the United || 0 8#id chargés W’afftires touching the so-called kingdom of But this latter clause, Mr. President, which pro- 
pay of ‘engineers in the navy of the Unite the Mosquitoes and the right of way from thé Atlantic vides for the extradition of fugitives from lavor 
sees which was read und ordered to a second |! through Lake Nicaragua. is a clause that inures to the benefit of some of the 
ae. . : “SURRENDER OF FUGITIVE SLAVES. States and not to all. ft inures to the benefit of 
idl”; ATCHISON, trom haere nee be: The Senate resumed the consideration of the || those who unhappily are now in the minorily—a 
of Lewis A Thomas and Thomas Rocers special order of the day, viz: the bill providing for minority, not in the number of States, but a 
ported a bill for their relief, accom ana by a || the more effectual execution of the 3d clause of minority in the number of the people. The siave- 
report; which was ordered a. be pri Se y the 2d section of the 4th article of the Constitution || holdin States, sir, are alone interested in the 
; as printed. of the United States. = faithful and proper execution of this second clause 

M RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED. . Mr. MASON, being entitled to the floor, rose || for extradition: and we are to look to the major.t 
ir. DODGE, of Wisconsin, submitted the fol- and addressed the Senate in favor of the bill. He || to execute that law, against which their peoy fe 
Owing resolution : said: have been for more than a quarter of a century in 


Resolved, at the Secreta of the Interior be difected : : so he 4 ’ 
to cenemtinen to the Gani @ statement showing the Mr. President, I desire to get this bill to a vote revolt—ay, sir, in revolt. I think | am warrantec . 


number i before this body, in order that it may be enacted |/ then, in the apprehension expressed, that wo ke w 
Mitwaukes fand district at eae acres sold, oe a into law as mr as practicable, shoold it be the || which can be passed by the Congress of the Uni-ed 
dwantity remaining unsold; as also a statement of the || pleasure of Congress so todo. | introduced the |} States will afford the remedy which this law is in- 
wide nnceived Lr the sale of public lands. situated || j,j)) here, sir, to discharge a duty which | owe to || tended to supply, unless it is sustained and sup- 
Present mits of said district, discriminating be- : aac ; 
tween the antount paid for such lands in the office at coe the people whom I represent, and in obedience ported by the people to whom it 18 addressed. : 
Bay and that paid at Milwaukee, since the establishment of || to instructions of the General Assembly of the Sir, let me present another view of this question. 
the land office at the latter place. . : State of Virginia. I am free to confess that || The clause which I have read was intendeg—upon 
Mr. FOOTE submitted the following resolution: |! al h the bill and the amendments have been || the faith and honor of all the Statee—to secure to 
That in the judgment of the Senate it is expe- with some care, and the amendments have |! the owners of these fugitives from labor the sur. 
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render of such fugitives when op escaped into } Yes, sir, such was the spirit of Pennsylvania in 
other States. This is not the only clause of the | 1780, at atime when she was under no obligations 
Constitution bearing upon slave property. Far | to pass such law, because it was before the.adop- 
from it. These very States, now non-slaveholding | tion of the present Constitution. It was the spirit 


States, when they became parties to that compact, | which then regulated the intercourse of the States, 


net only with their eyes open and their interests || before they were federated under the present Con- 
awakened, conceded to the slaveholding States im- | stitution, before they had entered into that wrong 
portant privileges and advantages, but for which || act, the ordinances of which we now vainly seek 
they derived ample equivalents. ‘These very peo- || to enforce. Reclamation of a slave by his master 
ple who aré now so sensitive to freedom—whos¢ || was treated as a right, and to aid him prescribed 
unwilling ears will not bear the name of slave— | as a duty. 

these very people negotiated upon the basis of | Mr. President, in my reading of these clauses 
slave property, and received ample consideration || of the Constitution for extradition of fugitives of 
for the privileges and securities we now vainly in- || both classes, I advance the confident opinion that 
voke, Why, sir, they yielded to the southern | it devolves upon the States the duty of providing 
States a representation based upon this property. || by law both for their capture and delivery. It 
They did more, sir; they agreed by this compact || devolves this as a duty upon the States—a duty, 
to withdraw from the control of Congress alto- | [I admit, as civilians term it, of imperfect obliga- 
gether, for twenty years, the right to prohibit the || tion, but although of imperfect obligation in the 
introduction of slaves from abroad; and they went || technicality of law, a duty of higher obligation, 
further, and bound themselves under the solemn || in fact, than if it could be enforced by legal sanc- 
stipulations of the instrument, that when slaves || tion—a duty founded in honor, in loyalty, and in 

| 





escaped from one State to another, they should be || good faith between nation and nation. It is one 
delivered up, and for this and every concession | 
they'received most ample equivalents. They re- || formed, under the obligations of honor and good 
ceived that equivalent alluded to by the Senator, || faith—obligations which the forum of honor alone 
who site before me, the Senator from South Caro- | can enforce. 
lina, (Mr. Butier,] the substitution of an ordinary || Let. us look at the language of the law of 93. 
majority for a majority of two-thirds in all laws || The first clause for the extradition of fugitives from 
affecting commerce and navigation; and many of || justice provides that, upon the demand of the Ex- 
them received still more extraordinary equivalents || ecutive of the State, they shall ‘* be delivered up.” 
in a concession to all the States, whatever their || By whom? No party is prescribed by that clause 
size may be, of an equality of representation in || by whom such delivery is to be made—none. The 
this body. One of the greatest difficulties that || language of the second clause, which relates to the 
stood in the way of those who framed this instru- || extradition of fugitives from labor, is in the same 
ment, was the demand upon the port of the eastern || terms, that they shall “be delivered up.” By 
States, or many of them at least, for an equality || whom? No party is prescribed’ in that clause by 
of representation in the Senate; and not only was || whom they shall be delivered up. To whom is it 
this equality conceded, but the further seturity was || addressed? It is addressed to the jurisdiction of 
given, that such equality should not be destroyed || the State into which the fugitive may escape. Itis 
by any future amendment to the Constitution, with- || addressed to the sovereign power of that State; and 
out the consent of the State to be affected by it. —_{| the mandate is, that they shall ‘* be delivered up.” 
These were the equivalents that were given by || Sir, this very exposition of it has been made by 
those who were then comparatively in power—the || the Congress of ihe United States within four 


slaveholding States—for the guarantees we are now || years, after the adoption of the Constitution, by 
seeking to enforce. How stands the case now? || 


It is my fortune te come from a State bordering | 
north and west upon the States of Pennsylvania 


of those duties devolved upon the States to be per- 





| made the duty of the executive of the State to “ de- 
nia | liver up’’a fugitive from justice, and it is made 
and Ohio, one of them now no longer holding || the duty of the judicial officers of the State, as 
slaves, and the other carved out of the Northwest- || well as of the Federal Government, to furnish the 
ern Territory, where slaves were never introduced; || necessary legal process for the surrender of the fu- 
and it isa matter known to every man and child || gitive from labor. Now, sir, it is said by these 
in the Commonwealth of Virginia, that itis just || States—I believe by all of them, though it is by no 
as impossible to recover a fugitive slave now in || means my purpose here to arraign them—(I admit 
either of those States as it would be to bring him || that they are sovereign and independent States, 
up from the depths of the sea. Look at the law | and that they are bound by no ties but those which 
that was passed in the year '93, now upon our || bind them in honor and good faith, unless the 
statute-books, Is it not a dead letter in most, if || Federal legislation can operate mediately upon 
not in all the non-slaveholding States? They have || their people—they say, sir, by their legislation, 
prohibited their officers under pain of fine and im- | that Congress has no power to impose duties upon 
prisonment from executing this law. And it isin | the State officers. The law of the State of Penn- 
such spirit that this law, resting on the Constitution, || sylvania, of Massachusetts, and I believe of other 
is treated by those who content themselves with || States, declares that, if any officer of the State ex- 
pharisaical expressions, while they taunt us with | ecute the law of 1793, so far as fugitives from labor 
want of loyalty to the Constitution. The slavehold- 1 are concerned, they shall be fined and imprisoned; 
ing States in pursuit of their property (or the citi- | denying not only the benefit of the exercise of the 
zens of those States) into States where slaves are || State authority for the surrender of these fugitives, 
not held are treated not only as aliens, but as || but denying to the General Government the power 
enemies; and that pe is fostered among the 1 to impose such duties upon them. 

peone atevery session of their Legislatures. This || Fjow is it, sir, in relation to that part of the law 


eeling, Mr. President, seems to have grown up || of 1793 which relates to fugitives from justice? 
gradually. There was a time, sir, when the States | 


E 7 || That law imposes the duty of surrender upon the 
felt towards each other really as sister States, as || executive authority of the State. Has Congress 
they are generally called, having a community of || any more power to impose that duty upon the ex- 
interest in the compact under which they are fed- || ecative authority than upon the judicial authority 2, 
erated, and a community of purpose to enforce it. |/ 

i} 
| 


The State of Pennsylvania—the State which I be- Ee ee 
lieve stands in advance of all others in a determined 
spirit of resistance to this clause of the Constitution 
—so late as the year 1780, before the Constitution 


these non-slaveholding States directed to that ex- 
|| ercise of the Federal power. And why? Because 
|| it is a subject in which they are all interested. All 
1 p tit | the States are interested in the surrender of fagi- 
went into effect, in her law for the abolition of || tives from justice but as to the other clause, such 
slavery within that State, reserved a clause to pro- || interest resides only in the slaveholding States 
tect the citizens of those States in this right of re- || and because of the absence of a common interest, 
capture of fugitives. I will read it, sir. I desire |! 59 much of the law as affects fugitives from labor 
that it may go into the history of the country, as || is, in fact, nullified by the non-slaveholding States. 


well as upon the statute-books of that State. This || | am aware, Mr. President, it has been said—and 
is the clause: 


14. ‘Then this act vical ‘iid rane I think by the gentleman from Vermont, (Mr. 

Sec. 14, T is act, or anything herein contain : 

shall not give any relief of shelter sony checonding or run Kindeed oies Seateicdon tha ten denen 
negro or mulatio slave or servant, Ww abscon : —_ 

or shall abscond himself from his or hee owner or master or || Court of the United States has denied that the 


mistress residing in any other State or county; but such || States have any right to legislate for the surrender 
owner, master, or mistress shall have like right and aid to 


; eae _ of fugitives from labor. Sir, | read those decisions 
So aeeylus ct ied vot heeeuasaen Laws || very dilferenly. ‘The Supreme Court has decided 
bas, for abrtishing slavery in P . ‘ this, and no more. In the case cited by that hon- 


| the passage of the act of 1793. By that act it is | 


_Jan. 28, 


orable gentleman—a case really betwee ; 
of Maryland and Pennsylvania, henge ne 
the case of Prigg vs. The Commonwealth of Pe _ 
sylvania—the Supreme Court-has decided this a 
nothing more. «It has decided that any law aa 
State of Pennsylvania, imprisoning or subjecti € 
to any punishment a citizen of another Staite whe 
comes into Pennsylvania and takes possess; - 
there of his property, being a slave, is unconstit, n 
tional; and that is all of it. The case, sir = 
simply this—— <p 

r. PHELPS. Will the Senator indulge me} 
I think the Senator has misconceived my arey. 
ment. My position is this, simply: that as | uy. 
derstand the decision of the Supreme Court, it jx 
nat obligatory upon the States to legislate for the 
enforcement of the law. That was the proposition 
I maintained. 

Mr. MASON. I do not so understand that de. 
cision. I-do not understand the Supreme Court to 
have décided, by any means, that there is no obj. 
gation on the States to provide, by their laws, for 
the surrender of fugitives from labor: first, because 
they have not the power so to decide; and, sec. 
ondly, because the case did not call for it. The 
Supreme Court has only said, through Judge 
Story, who delivered the opinion, that there were 
no means under the Constitution of céercing the 
States to provide by law for the delivery of this 
class of fugitives. I am very far from understand. 
ing that it has ever been said by the Supreme 
Court, or by any of its Justices, that it was not 
the duty of the States so to provide by law, although 
they cannot be*coerced. The court’ has only 
said, that any provision in the State laws in con- 
travention (not in support) of this clause of the 
Constitution is unconstitutional and void. 

As I was about to say, the case before the Su- 
preme Court was simply this: By a law of Penn- 
sylvania, passed in 1826, it was enacted by section 
two, that if any person should, within the limits 
of that State, take and carry away any negro or 
mulatto by force and violence, &c., he should be 
deemed, on conviction, guilty of felony, and pun- 
ished by fine and imprisonment at servile labor, 
Prigg went into the State of Pennsylvania, as the 
agent of a Maryland claimant. He obtained a 
warrant from the proper officer under that law of 
1826 to arrest the fugitive; and when arrested, he 
was taken before a justice of the peace, as re- 

uired by the law, but the justice refused to act. 
The agent then, as he had a perfect right to do, 
brought the slave beyond the limits of Pennsylva- 
nia; and, for so doing, he was indicted in Penn- 
sylvania under the first section of the act. The 
decision of the Supreme Court was upon the single 
point, that as the claimant had a right to take his 
property wherever found, and without previous 
warrant of law, the act of the State making such 
taking an offence’ was unconstitutional and void. 
[ think that will.be found to be really the pomt 
judicially decided in thatcase. | 

I have said, however, Mr. President, that ac- 
cording to my interpretation of this law of the 
Constitution, it imposes a duty upon the States of 
providing for the capture and surrender of fugi- 
tives from labor as well as of fugitives from justice. 
Sir, the law of 1793, the only law passed by Con- 
—— upon that subject, was passed, as we know 

istorically, in consequence of a cat! made by the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania upon the State 
of Virginia, I think in the year 1792, for the sur- 
sender of a fugitive from justice. The Governor 
of Virginia replied, that without some legislation, 
either by the State of Virginia or by the Congress 
of the United States, he had no-po@er to order 
the arrest of any free person within the State of 
Virginia. General Washington, to whom the 
Governor of Pefinsylvania communicated the re- 
ply of the’Governor of Virginia, submitted it to 
the Congress of the United States, and the opin- 
ion of Edmund Randolph, then Attorney General, 
was taken upon it. That Attorney General, 
known to the country as an able lawyer, had been 
a member of the convention which formed the 
Constitution; and the following extract from his 
opinion will show that he understood the Consti- 
tution, as it applied to fugitives from justice, de- 
volved this duty of delivery upon the States: 

“ | differ, further, in not discovering the disability of Vit- 
ginia to deliver 2 the offenders. It has been sometimes 
ancied that by delivering up is meant only that the Stale 
from which the demand is made should express an app!o- 


bation, that they may be ere eaemen at its territories 
But as a State cannot be to deliver up without being 











 /_ weve eS. Ue a) Ce lee 


gor" t disturb the tranquillity of one if 
ee officers of wr were we liberty te sola a ined 
within its limits—the naturat and safe inte on is, 
that the delivery must come from Virginia.’ from 
the Opinion of Randolph. 

Now, sir, the delivery must be made by Vir- 
inia as a State, exercising a control over the sub- 
ect to be delivered, and having power to effect 
it. The language is, ‘ the delivery must come 
from Virginia,” clearly indicating as he read the 
Constitution, that Virginia owed this duty, and 
was bound, under the terms of the Constitution, 
to perform it. es 
Sir, 1 will submit it to any lawyer or statesman 

to examine these two clauses of the Constitution— 
one requiring that fugitives from justice should be 
« deliveredup,”’ and the other requiring that fugi- 
tives from labor should be ‘delivered up,’’—and 
io point to any distinction whatever between them 
that would devolve the duty of delivery upon a 
State in the one case, and that would relieve the 
State from the duty of delivery in the other. The 
language in both is the same; and this Govern- 
mentghas just as much right to require of the ex- 
ecutive of the States that they shall deliver up 
fugitives from labor, as to require-of the executive 
that they shall deliver up fugitives from justice— 
just as much. 

Sir, I agree, that the Federal Government has no 
wer to impose duties of any kind upon the offi- 

cers of the State governments as such; and to thia 
extent the law of 1793 was badly devised. But it 
is worthy of remark, that the States forbidding 
their officers to execute that law have confined 
their prohibition altogether to so much of the law 
as relates to fugitive slaves, leaving unaffected so 
much of it as relates to fugitives from labor—a 
most selfish distinction, indeed, which will allow 
the execution of so much of a law as benefits 
themselves, and forbids the execution of so much 
of the same law as will benefit others. 

[ say, then, sir, that the true intent of the Con- 
titution was to devolve it upon the States as a 

Gedcrai duty to enforce, by their own laws, within 
their respective limits, both these clauses of extra- 
dition; and that they are just as delinquent to 
honor and faith in their refusal to enforce the one, 
as they would be in a refusal to enforce the other. 

Now, Mr. President, what is the actual con- 

dition of this subject in the non-slaveholding 
States? I have endeavored, as far as | am com- 
petent to do so, to show what duties the Conisti- 
wtion devolves upon them. But, sir, I do not 
mean to arraign these States; | have no power to 
do so, and less disposition. But l am bound to 
point to their legislation, and to show the existing 
state of this question. I will take the State of 
Pennsylvania, not from any feeling of hostility to- 
wards her, but because, so far as the State of 
Virginia is concerned—the State which I, in part, 
represent here—Pennsylvania is the great offender. 
I have shown what was the spirit of the people of 


Pennsylvania before the Constitution was formed. 


I have to show what it is now, under that Constitu- 
tion. In 1826, a law was passed, as I have said, 
furnishing authority to the officers of the State of 
Pennsylvania for the capture and surrender of fu- 
gitive slaves. In 1847, that law was repealed— 
repealed in toto—so far as any aid was given to 
the claimant in the reclamation of his property; 
and not repealed only, but it was made a felonious 
offence in any officer of the State government 
to execute any of the provisions of the Federal law 
upon that subject—the provisions of the law of 
1793—under the penalty of fine and imprisonment 
at servile labor. Sir, the State went further. It 
made it an offence, punishable by fine and impris- 
onment, for the keeper of any jail to permit a fu- 
gittve from labor, arrested in the State of Pennsyl- 
vania, to be confined in the jail. 

Now, Mr. President, what are the rights se- 
cured by the Constitution to the master whose 
slave escapes from his service into another State? 
Vesiring, sir, to be very accurate upon this sub- 
ject, | have written down what I understand to be 
the right of the owner in the recapture of a fugi- 
live slave within the limits of any and every State 

Union. 

Mr. M. here read from a paper as follows : 

The Constitution of the United States secures to 
the master the same right of property in his slave, 
and to be enjoyed and exercised to the same extent, 
and with the same incidents, when the slave escapes 
to another State, which he held in the- State from 
which he fled, so far as recapture is concerned. 


~ 


*- 


. He may take him wherever he is found by virtue 
of ownership, and without any warrrant or other 
process in law. 

None has a right to interpose between the claim- 
ant and the fugitive, or-to inquire whether the 


slave be his, or whether he is a slave at all, far less | 


to molest or hinder him in the capture. 


He may enter peaceably any enclosure or dwell- | 
ing where such slave may be found for the purpose | 


of taking him, and this without committing a tres- 


He may use whatever force may be necessary 
to effect the capture, without committing thereby 
a breach of the peace; and if force be offered by 


the slave or others, he may resist it to any extent’ 
that may be necessary to secure the possession of | 


his property. 

These rights and this authority are incident to 
the rights of property; and the law of the Consti- 
tution secures the owner in the exercise of them 
against any hostile law ofthe State to which the 
slave may flee, should such law be. 
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holding, that under and in virtue of the Constitution, the 
owner of a slave is with entire authority, in every 
| State in the Union, to seize and recapture his slave, when- 
| ever be can do it without any breach of the peace or any 
illegal violence. In this sense and to this extent, this clause 
} 

' 


of the Constitution may properly be said to execute itself, 
and to require no aid from legislation, State or national.” 


_ Such, sir, being the undoubted law of the ques- 
tion before us, based as it is upon the broad foun- 
dation of the Government itself, | may safely hold, 
if the Constitution, under which it arises, be of 
any benefit, if it is worthy of any respect—far 
more, if it is worthy of the commendation so freely 
bestowed uponddt at the present day, and for cer- 
tain purposes, by the citizens of those States, who 
claim to be exclusively loyal, they should at least 
treat itas the jaw of the land, and render to it a 
decent obedience. Mr. President, the bill reported 


|| by the chairman of the Committee on the Judiciary 


The Constitution does not confer these rights; | 


they are antecedent to the Constitution, and arise 
as incidents to property under the laws of the State 
whence the slave escapes. They have their sanc- 
tion in the law of the domicil. 


The Constitution, however, as the supreme law, || 


recognizes this right of property, and carries its 
obligations and its incidents, for all 


reclamation, into every State in the Union, and 


make the law of the domicile, quo ad hoc, the law | 


of every State in the Union. 

These, I understand, sir, are the rights that pertain 
to the owner of a slave,when he pursues bimwith- 
in the limits of a non-slaveholding State—rights 
secured to him by the fundamental Yaw which 


ment. But of what earthly avail is it to point to 
such guaranty, whilst the States are wanting in 
faith to each other—when not only are their citi- 
zens forbidden to execute the laws made in support 
of the Constitution, but legislative bodies are vy ing 
with each other to defeat it? Much, therefore, as 
| may deplore the occasion which gives it utter- 
| ance, at this day, and in this presence, Il am yet 


that the legislation of the States referred to is de- 
signed and intended to enoourage their people in 
depredation upon the property of others. 

Sir, it had been supposed that the days of piracy 
and of buccaneers were over. But what shadow 
of difference is there between plundering on the 


do not state the proposition too strongly» for, in 
the degree of crime, 1 can perceive no difference 


fraud; or if there be, the latter only carries wit 
| it the more odious feature of deception and false- 
hood. 





tion in the clearest light, | may be pardoned for 


| citing here the opinions of the ablest jurists from || 
| the very States where these enormities are perpe- | 
I will read a | 
| short paragraph from an opinion delivered by the || 


| trated under the sanction of law. 


binds the States together under a common govern- | 


between a robbery by force and a robbery bY | 


urposes of | 


is the same that was brought in from that commit- 
tee at both sessions of the last Congress. I intro- 
duced it as their bill. I thought respect to the 
committee required it; but I thought it due to sug- 
gest to that committee certain amendments which 
| will be found accompanying the bill, upon the 
—— documents before us, and without which 

fear the law would be of very little value. Sir, I 
do not know the object is to be attained. I do not 
| know any class of officers that can be provided to 
execute this law, but the class provided in thebill. 
We must have Federal officers, because the States 
affected will not permit their own officers to exe- 
cute a law of this Government. 

And yet when we have done al! this, unless the 
spirit of their people and their Legislatures comes 
in aid, it will be a law perfectly illusory. Why, 
sir, what has been brought into view upon this 
| subject, since Congress has been assembled? The 


| Governor of the State of Maryland, in a communi- 


bound to declare, as impartial history will record, | 


eation to the General Assembly of that State, tella 
| them that a citizen of the State of Maryland is now 
in jail, and in irons, in the State of Pennsylvania, 
because he brought off a fugitive slave from that 
State, some two years ago; and the Governor has 
| recommended to the General Assembly, and the 
General Assembly has adopted his recommenda- 
tion, to send a special messenger or minister to the 
county where he is confined, to see that he has 
proper counsel employed, and to pay the expenses 
of his defence. And yet another recent case in the 


‘| State of New York: Another citizen of the State 
|| of Maryland—a gentleman well known to me— 


, high seas in defiance of law, and plundering on | 
— own confines under the protection of law? | 


|; he should prove—what, sir? 


| found his slave in the city of New York, and cap- 
| tured him, as he had a perfect right to do; a habeas 
| corpus was issued in behalf of the fugitive slave, 

and he was taken before a judge of the Supreme 

Court of that State—the highest judicial function- 
/ary. The claimant proved his property beyond 
all doubt, and it was admitted; and they requiré@d 
then, before the slave should be surrendered, that 
Why, what at this 


|| day of the enlightened administration of laws will 


But, sir, desiring to place the law of this ques- || 


| late Judge Baldwin, of the Supreme Court, while | 
| sitting as a circuit judge in the State of Pennsyl-_ 


| vania—a gentleman to whose high character and | 


| learning a just tribute was paid on a late day by the 
distinguished Senator from Michigan, (Mr. Cass;] 
and after it, an extract from an opinion of Judge 
| Story: 


| from violation. Asa consequence of this right of property, 
| the owner may keep possession in’his slave ; if he absconds, 
| he may retake him by pursuit into another State, and may 
| bind or secure him im any other way to prevent his second 
escape ; he may arrest him by the use of as much force as 
is"necessary to effect his reclamation; he may enter peace- 
ably on the property or into the house of another, taking 
eare to commit no breach of the peace against third persons. 
But it is no breach of the peace to use as much force or 
coercion toward the fugitive as suffices for his security, as 
without such force no slave could be retaken without his 
consent.” —Baldwin’s Rep., vol. 1, p. 577. 


“ ‘The law of the land recognizes the right of one man . \| 
| hold another in bondage, and that right must be protected || 
— i Mr. MASON. I have taken the narrative from 


! 
‘ 


hardly be credited: he was required to prove in 
the State of New York that Maryland was a slave 
State. Well, sir, he adduced the printed statute- 
book of the State from some library in the city, 
| and then by oral evidence further proved by one 
conversant with thg laws of Maryland, that slavery 
| of the African race was recognized and sanctioned 
by them. But all this proof, unwarranted as was 
the demand to produce it, availed him nothing. 
| He was told that it was no proof; that nothing 
would be admitted to show that slavery was recog- 
| nized as the law of Maryland but a copy of a 
| 
} 


statute exemplified in the manner preseribed by 
the laws of the United States. 

Mr. BADGER. Who was the judge? 
the me of the Governor of Maryland, which 
| ascribes this conduct to a judge of the. Supreme 
| Court of New York;. but it does not give his 
name. 
| Mr. SEWARD. It was Judge Edmonds. 
| Mr. MASON. No such law could be pro- 
‘| duced—no such law, I apprehend, exists as & law 
‘| creating the institution of an in the State of 
Maryland; and because no such law could be pro- 


Judge Story, delivering the opinion of the court '| duced, the fugitive was discharged upon habeas 


in the case of Prigg vs. The Commonwealth of || ¢ 


I am happy to learn, sir, that the noble 


Pennsylvania, places the right to recapture a slave || State of Maryland at once interposed herself be- 
under the Constitution, in what State soever he || tween her injured citizen and this wanton abuse of 


may be found, on the same ground, that, at com- || law. 


mon law, the owner may take his goods and chat- 


It was ordered by her Legislature that the 
| claim should be fully proseeuted at the expense of 


tels, or the master his servant or apprentice, where- | the State, and that the claimant should be reim- 


|| bursed in all expenses he had ineurred in the effort 
thus made to recover his property. 


ever he happens to find them—and adds: 
Upon this ground we have not the slightest hesitation in 
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I have adduced these instances in the hope thet, | ment to enforce the law—I mean the law of the 


to some extent at least, they would serve to show j 
to the country the existing state of the relations | 


Constitution—and if force is offered, to resist it; 
the expense of overcoming it forms properly a 


between the States upon the subject, and the utter [| part of the public charge. 


insecurity in fact to the slaveholding States of their | 
property, however it may be secured to them upon || 


pape: | 


Mr. President, I hope it will be the pleasure of || 


the Senate to — the bill with the amendments 
recommended by the committee. 

I trust, sir, that it may have some effect, if not 
in enforcing this law of the Constitution, at least 
in informing the citizens of the non-slaveholding 
States what their duties are under this Confeder- 
acy. If it should not have this effect, 1 am per- 
fectly free to admit and declare here, upon my 
reaponsibility a8 a representative in part of the || 
sovereignty of one of these slaveholding States, I | 
shall recommend to my people, as a matter of in- || 
evilable necessity upon their part, to provide by | 
law for reprisals upon the property of the citizens / 
of any offending State. | know of no other mode | 
of redress against those who acknowledge no ob- | 
ligation either of honor or of law. I] 

The Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. Bur- | 
LeR,} upon the authority of a very able paper, | 
which he showed me, from the State of Kentucky, 
has stated the loss to that State annually in fugitive 
slaves at some thirty thousand dollars. I have 
little doubt of its truth; and, from what I know of 
the experience of my own State, am satisfied the 
losses of my own people are far greater. Losses | 
incurred how? Fromexpenditure? No! From 
neglect or carelessness on their part? No! But 
losses occurring through failures of their sister 
States to fulfill their federal obligations; not failing 
to fulfill them by neglect, but by active, sedulous, | 
and ingenious legislation, contrived to defeat the || 
claimants in the recovery of their property. Sir, i] 
I know of no remedy, if this course of lezislation || 
is continued in the slaveholding States, which can | 
protect our people, but reprisals on the property || 
of the offenders. I apprehend it will be an easy | 
matter to frame laws to effect these reprisals. | 
It is admitted to be legitimate and just in the law || 
of nations, when pecuniary obligations are disre- | 
garded, that the injured State may make repri- || 
sale on the offender; and so, in the case before | 
us, when it is established before a competent | 
court that the duty of delivering up a fugitive | 
slave is disregarded by a State, or when such fu- || 
gitive is rescued from his owner by violence, let | 
the State whose citizen sustains the loss pay him | 
the value of the property, and make reprisal | 
wherever it can be done upon the property of the | 
citizens of the State offending. This, sir, is a | 
harsh remedy, and one which I should be exceed- | 
ingly reluctant to recommend. 1] 

r. FOOTE, Upon what property? | 

Mr. MASON. Upon the property of the citi- | 
zens, if the property of the State cannot be got at. | 
I suggest it as the only remedy known to me, by 
which retribution can be had. 

Now, Mr. President, as to the law itself. I am | 
not very anxious about the particular provisions | 
of this bill—I mean as they are before us here in || 
the printed bill, I am willing t& hear any propo- || 
eiuon to alter or amend. My only anxiety is, | 
that whatever law is passed shall be substantial | 
and earnest, and not merely illusory. i} 

it has been said to me by gentlemen in conver- || 
sation, that we ought not to impose this duty upon || 
postmasters; that many of them are men not suffi- || 
ciently conversant with the forms of business, 
with judicial form, to execute such a law. I ad- 
mit it; but there is no remedy. If the law is to be 
effectual, you must provide officers to execute it at 
almost every cross-road, in all the counties of the 


j 











| 
| 
| 





| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
offending States, If the law can be executed, it | 
must be done by officers of the Federal Govern- | 
ment, and we are obliged to take those already ex- | 
isting, unless you would create a new batch, and | 
pay them adequate salaries, to be located at every | 
point, in every county of the remmod 
Sures. 
The amendments provide that, upon affidavit, 
after the fugitive is arrested, showing probable | 
cause to apprehend that force will be offered, the 
officer having him in custody shall provide suf- 
ficient guards to overcome aa force ; and in case 
it be actually opposed, then the expenses incident 
to its resistance and to the transportation of the 
fugitive shall be pad out of the treasury. We 
have a right to this. It is the duty of the Govern- 


The next amendment provides only that, in ad- 
dition to the recovery by a civil action against the 
party who shall interrupt or molest the owner in 
the capture Of his slave, he shall be treated as 


| having committed a misdemeanor in resisting the 
| law, and shall be fined and imprisoned. I think 


no objection can be made to that; it is due as 


| well to the occasion as to the offended law. And 


now, sir, in conclusion, | am perfectly willing, if 
gentlemen can devise any better mode of enforcing 
the clause of the Constitution for the recovery of 
fugitive slaves, not only to join with them, but to 


| render them my hearty thanks. 


But, sir, until that is done, I call upon all Sena- 
tors, as they regard the obligations of law and the 
mandates of*the Constitution, to unite with us in 


| bringing this bill to an early vote. Let us know 


where we stand. Let us know whether we can 
rely on the Constitution for our protection, or 
whether we are to rely upon our own counsels and 
our own strength. 
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| ment of the honorable Senator from New York 
| [Mr. Sewarp] is at all allowable. | promise 1 
take no undue ome of the liberality exercised 
| towards, me; and I shall, therefore, exert myself 
| so to limit the observations which | Propose ¢ 
| offer for the consideration of honoratte Senators, 
| a8 to avoid fatiguing their patience, and to avoid, 
also, if possible, the doing of anything disgusting 
to their good taste in any respect whatever. Th, 
question to which I shail turn my attention is sim. 
ply this: Is it expedient wnder alt the circumstances 
which surround us at the present moment, to print 
the amendment of the honorable Senator from New 
York? Now, sir, | have not been much in the 
habit heretofore of opposing mere motions to print; 
nor should I think of doing so on the present oc. 
casion, but for several special reasons which | 
shall presently proceed to state. It strikes me that 
the amendment is one of acharacter well calculated 
if we should print it, and thus facilitate its general 
circulation, to do deep injury to the reputation of 
the honorable Senator from New York, both in this 
| country andin foreign lands. There isso much of 
| the spirit of genuine demagogism about it—so |it- 
tle of elevated statesmanship—so little of regard for 


Mr. SEWARD gave notice that he would, at || the Constitution which we are all sworn to support 


the bill, viz: strike out all after the enacting clause, 
and insert the following: 


Wher any person who shall have been seized or arrested 
as a fugitive from labor, under or by virtue of the act of 
Congress entitled “ An act respecting fugitives from justice 
and persons escaping from the service of their masters,” 
passed February 12th, 1793, shall be brought or come before 
any judge or magistrate named or described in said act, the 
person so arrested or seized may deny that he owes such 
service or labor as is alledged, or that he has escaped from 
such servicemr laber: it shall be the duty of such judge or 
magistrate thereupon to appoint atime and place to try the 
issue thus joined; and adjournments shall be granted from 
time to time, as shall be foundto be necessary for the fur- 
therance ofa just decision upon the fact; and the person so 
arrested may give bail or security, to be approved by said 
judge or magistrate, for his appearance at such adjourn- 
ment, if it shall be granted on his application; and the 
claimants shall give security to the person eo arrested or 
seized, for the payment of damages and costs, if the claim 
shall be adjudged void; such security shall be approved in 
like manner as aforesaid. 

And the issue thus joined shall be tried before a jury of 
twelve persons duly qualified to serve as jurors for the dis- 
trict, free from all challenges or just exceptions, to be sum- 
moned by the marshal of the district by virtue of a venire, 


| to be issued by such judge or magistrate ; and exceptions 


may be taken by either party on such trial, and judgment 
shall be rendered for or against the claimant according as 
the verdict shall be. 

The judgment may be brought before the district court of 
the United States for the district for revision by a writ of 
certiorari, to be issued out of the said court on security ap- 
proved by the district judge of the said district, and such 
district court may affirm such judgment or reverse it with 
a veniri de novo; and in that case may proceed to try the 
said issue and to render judgment according to the verdict 
to be rendered by the jury empanelled in that court. 

Sec. 2. Beit enacted by the authority aforesaid, That any 
person arrested or seized as a fugitive from labor or service, 


| shall be entitled to a writ of habeas corpus, to be issued by 


the judge of the district court or any associate justice of the 
Supreme Court of the United States, as a writ of right; and 
on being brought before such judge by virtue of said writ, 
it shall be the duty of such judge to proceed to a trial of the 
claim by juryin the manner before mentioned, if no trial 
has been had, and to discharge him from such arrest, if such 
trial by jury has been had, and the claim has not been sus- 
tained before the jury or the court which bad cognizance of 
the same. 

And it shall be the duty of the marshal or any other person 
having custody of any person so arrested, to allow him all 
necessary and convenient time to employ counsel and sue 
out such writ of habeas corpus. 

Sec. 3. Any judge or magistrate who shall disallow such 
a writ of habeas corpus, shall forfeit to the person claiming 
it, five thousand dollars, and shall also forfeit his office; at 
any marshal who shall unreasonably hinder or prevent such 
person from suing out or serving such writ of habeas corpus, 
shall, in like manner, forfeit five thousand dollars and forfeit 
his office. 

Sec. 4. Jurors and marshals shall be entitled to have the 
same fees for services to be rendered under this act as they 
are entitled to receive for such services as jurors and mar- 
shals in the circuit court of the United States,to be paid by the 
claimant if his claim prevail, and by the United States if his 
claim shall not be sustained. : 

Sec. 5. The penalty of any bond to be given by a claim- 
ant shall not be Jess than one thousand dollars; the secu- 
rities thereof shall be residents of the district in which the 
proceedings shall be instituted, and shall justify their ability 
to perform the said bond. 


The amendment having been read, Mr. S. 
moved that it be printed. 

Mr. FOOTE. Most profoundly grateful am I, 
Mr. President, to the honorable gentlemen who 
compose this august assembly, for the wranimous 
consent which they have so generously awarded 
me of addreasing them at the present moment— 
when, according to the strict rules of parliamenta- 
ry order, no debate upon the merits of the amend- 





| the proper time, move the following amendment to || —so little of that manly respect for the rights de. 


signed to be secured in the great national compact 
which binds these States together as equal and con- 
federated sovereignties—there is so much of mere 
pettifogging craft apparent in this same amend- 
ment—such a disposition evinced in it to propitiate 
the lowest, and basest, and most malevolent fanai- 
icism, at the expense of justice, the Constitution, 
and those generous feelings of confraternity and 
mutual good-will on which the Union of these 
States was founded, and without which that Union 
cannot continue to subsist—that, as one not un- 
friendly to the fame and future political advance- 
ment of the honorable Senator from New York, | 
am not willing that his amendment should be forin- 
| ally printed by our order, and go forth to the, 
| world with the official indicia of authenticity en= 
stamped upon its face. Were I really an enemy of 
| the honorable Senator from New York—were [ 
| hostile to his fame, and anxious that his present 
| claims to the respect of enlightened men and good 
| 





citizens, throughout this extended republic, should 
| become suddenly and forever extinct—I should 
rejoice, as I certainly do not, that this amend- 
ment has been offered, and I should not fail to do 
all in my power to multiply copies of it for general 
| circulation over the country. For, sir, it cannot be 
| that the American people have yet reached a depth 
of degradation so profound, and have become so 

regardless of all the principles of fairness, and lib- 
erality, and disinterested patriotism, as not to 

look upon this formal and deliberate attempt of 
| the honorable Senator from New York to spoliate 
upon the known and undeniable rights and inter- 
| ests of all the southern States of the Confederacy 
| with pointed disapprobation, with hot contempt, 
with unmitigated loathing, and abhorrence unutter- 
able. Sir, it does seem to me, that no one who 
| listened to the calm, dignified, and truly national 
| argument of the honorable Senator from Virginia, 
[Mr. Mason,] this day pronounced in our hear- 
ing, and who duly appreciated the sound and 
statesmanlike views maintained by him, can even 
hear the amendment of the honorable Senator from 
New York read, without being satisfied that this 
amendment was designed to cap the climax of 
southern wrongs, to cause thc cup of our oppression 
at once to overflow, and to force us of the South, 
whose lot it is to be the owners of slave proper- 
ty, to sécede from the Union, or, remaining 0 
it, to submit to a wanton, heartless, and insulting 
deprivation of, all our constitutional rights, such 
as no free people have ever been known patiently 
toendure. Sir, 1 must be permitted to declare, 

also, that [ seriously fear the destruction of the 

present popularity and influence of the honorable 

Senator from New York from the printing and 

circulation of this unfortunate amendment of his; 

and as he has arrived at that period of life «hen 

he must be presently useful and glorious, or be 
constrained perchance to endure the dull torments 








which wait upon obscurity, or the more grievous 
woes which spring from deserved degradation; 8s 
he has recently assumed a new position, in which 
he may find it in his power to add to the reputa- 


tion which he has already acquired—enhance that 


popularity which he has heretofore established— 
and, if both judicious and fortunate, might even 
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in reaching higher honors than any which 
as achieved—honors which are now glit- 
tering before his vision in the distant future, and || 
which | suspect him of often vividly realizing both 
in noonday dreams of fancied rapture and in the 
golden visions which light up the dimness of noc- 
turnal slumber—as the honorable Senator has now 
reached the very climax of his fate—and may be 
seen distinctly balancing, as it were, upon the 
very pivot of his destiny; as the circumstances 
which surround him are so full of hope and 
encouragement on the one side, and yet so full || 
of peril, and of desperation, and of bitter dis- |, 
appointment on the other—I do feel the deepest 
regret that he should have ventured upon a move- || 
ment so well calculated as the one in which 
he is now engaged, to lower his standing as a pub- 
jc man—to overturn that popularity which it has 
cost him years of labor aod of management to || 
establish, and to blast all those anticipations of || 
political power and grandeur in which he has here- || 
tofore 80 blissfully reveled. 1 wil] explain myself 
more fully, in order that I may be perfectly un- 
derstood by the honorable gentleman, the Senate, 
and the nation. Then | mean to say, sir, that the 
amendment of the honorable Senator is not objec- | 
tionable alone upon the political and moral grounds, | 
with a statement of which | commenced these | 
rather irregular remarks, but also on account of the | 
particular and rather ominous connection which it } 
seems to have with several very striking incidents 
of the honorable Senator’s former life, which, if | 
the Senate will bear with me, I will proceed to | 
specify. And first, I beg leave to remind gentle- 
men of a legislative proposition introduced among 
us afew days ago by the honorable Senator from 
New York, arranging for the bestowal of lands 
upon certain worthy persons of foreign birth; who 
from time to time have arrived, and are arriving, 
upon our shores from distant lands beyond the roll- 
ing ocean. Now, sir, though this proposition of 
the Senator was actually (as we all know) bor- 
rowed, almost verbatim, literatim, et punctuatim, 
from a bill several weeks since introduced by the 
Senator from Illinois, [Mr. Doveras,] yet is it, 
notwithstanding, true, that the latter gentleman 
has, with his characteristic generosity, quietly. and 
uncomplainingly permitted his thunder to be stolen | 
from him by the honorable Senator from the Em- 
pire State, who, for various reasons, appears to 
have resolved to do all in his power to procure 
early and gegeral recognition of himself as the 
exclusive patron of all that excellent part of our 
population that chances to be of transmarine birth 
and derivation, including our Irish and German 
fellow-citizens. Mr. President, this legislative pla- 
giarism appears to have been, so far, quite as prof- 
uable to the honorable Senator from New York as 
he could reasonably have anticipated; for I find 
him most exorbitantly lauded for his noble Jiber- 
ality towards our Hungarian friends, and towards 
others who have, like them, sought refuge among | 
us from the oppressions of the Old World; and in 
one or two rather leading gazeties north of Mason 
and Dixon’s line, | discover a claim to have been 
lately set up in his favor to presidential honors in 
1852 on account of his supposed paternity of this | 
provident and truly democratic measure. Now, 
sir, 1 will not at all dispute that the honorable Sen- 
ator from New York, in bringing forward this new 
agrarian proposition of his, (if | may thus denom- 
inate a measure for which | intended to vote before | 





| 














I knew whether or not it was destined to find favor || States in the State of New York, and several of || 


in the sight of its present self-constituted godfather) 
—I say 1 will not at all dispute that the honorable 
Senator, in gdvocating this proposition tu secure a 
home in the wilderness to the unfortunate and ne- 
cessitous of other climes, who are arriving in such 
numbers on our shores (and who, | trust, undersuch 
encouragement as is now held out, may come here- 
after in sull greater numbers and help thisnation yet 
more rapidly to the greatness and strength which 
80 visibly await us in the future,) was actuated to 
& very great extent, if not exclusively, by feelings 
of the purest, most generous, and most disinter- 
ested sympathy for suffering humanity. Sir, the 
honorable gentieman is, | believe, a professed phi- 

ist, and his diffusive sympathies are well 


understood. not to confine themselves either to the || 


paupers of his own State (numerous, and wo- 


| gation of extending to them the rites of hespitality, | 








is one of the acknowledged leaders of that noto- free negroes, supplied with return cargoes of Ger- 
rious sect of philanthropists who are ever wailing || mans, Irish, and others of foreign nativity, easy to be 
over the fancied distresses of a race of whom and |) picked up in the streets of New York. Ido not 





| of whose true condition, in fact, they know but |, charge all these facts to be absolutely true; but [ 


little; who are not geographically proximate to || do aver that I believe them to be true; and if the 
them; and who are undeniably the most happy || honorable Senator will venture to deny them, or 
class of laboring men and women that were ever || any one among them at all material to the present 
enlisted in the pursuits of humble industry. Yes, |, issue, | will take it upon myself to establish the 
sir, the gentleman isa philanthrcpist professed; and || same by evidence, either now at hand or in process 
I will therefore not question that, in urging his } of collection. The honorable Senator remains silent; 
So for a donation of lands to the noble || and well he might do so, inasmuch as these very 
ungarians and others, he is influenced alone || particulars were published some months ago, in 
by a spirit of heaven-born charity. And, yet, || the columnsof the Union newspaper of this city, 
as one who feels a real solicitude for the popu- | when the honorable Senator and his friends were 
larity and solid fame of the honorable Sena- | challenged to deny them, and when they exhibited 
tor from New York, I regret to be compelled || the same significant silence at present manifested. 
to acknowledge that I have encountered several || And now, sir, it may be asked, what perunency 
painful suggestions of late, which would seem to | this personal anecdote can have to the question 
imply more or less of suspicion that the honorable || before the Senate? To which [| answer: the 
Senator, in taking it upon himself thus prominently || amendment of the honorable Senator now offered 
to participate in this scheme of giving away large || evinces the same sympathy for the negro race 
portions of our landed domain to our suffering | which he is described as having professed in Rich- 
brethern from abroad, may be more or less insti- || mond; and if it should be printed by us, and be 

|| thus sent abroad, it is at least possible that in con- 


gated by a desire to prevent their becoming settlers 

and citizens of his own noble State. It is certain || nection with the extraordinary avowel at Rich- 
that by bestowing upon them lands in the far-dis- |; mond already mentioned, many might be per- 
tant West, they are likely to be tempted to leave |; suaded to believe that the honorable Senator 
our Atlantic border in quest of these free-gifthomes || from New York, in agreeing to give away the 
so kindly provided for them; and that thus the || public lands in the mode which he has proposed, 
State of New York may be relieved from the obli- || is afier all only exerting himself to relieve his 
own State from a species of population which 
he deems burdensome and mischievous. And 
now, Mr. President, having, in quite a rambling 


which, by some of her citizens, it is said, are || 
deemed not a little burdensome. {tis with no lit- |) 
tle reluctance now, sir, that I relate an anecdote, || and discursive manner, exerted myself to save the 
which | havelately heard, and which, if it shall not 1 honorable Senator from the loss of fame and p»pu- 
be contradicted by the honorable Senator from New || larity with which he is menaced, as the result of 
York, may tend to confirm the suspicions as to |! his own indiscreet action, I will be so far courteous 
his motives, to which I have already alluded. The |' to him as to decline all further opposition to his 
anecdote is as follows: A gentleman, about the || motion to print. 
height, figure, aspect, carriage, and style of con- i The motion to print was then agreed to. 
versation of the honorable Senator from New York, |; Mr. YULEE rose to propose the consideration 
as Iam informed, dropped quietly, a year or two :| of some bill, which he was about naming, when 
since, into the renowned city of Richmond, whilst |’ he yielded to 
an honored friend of mine, who was a few days || Mr. SEWARD, who said: | was requested, 
ago in this city, (Governor William Smith,) was || Mr. President, by the honorable Senator from 
the occupant of the executive mansion, located in i! Ohio, [Mr. Cuase,] last elected to this house, to 
that famous metropolis of the Ancient Dominion, || state at the close of the debate to-day that it has 
Well, sir, this same personage (whoever he may || been his intention to address the Senate upon this 
have been) visited the chamber where the Gov- || ene I have his leave for saying, that a sore 
ernor was engaged in the transaction of public 1 omestic affliction has alone prevented him from 
business, and with quite a graceful and unceremo- || doing so. At his request, and for hia benefit, t 
nious ease and el€gance of manner made his en- || move that the order of the day be laid upon the 
| trée and announced himself. The name of the || table, or that it be passed by informally for the 
stranger, as declared by himself, was William H. || present. 
| Seward. A good deal of conversation is stated to || Mr. MASON. 
| have occurred on the occasion, chiefly on the sub- || not to pass it over. 
| ject of fugitive slaves, in relation to whom the hon- || Mr. BUTLER. Allow me to ask the honor- 
| orable Senator from the Empire State has been || able Senator from New York whether it is his 
exhibiting an intense and peculiar solicitude for | purpose to postpone it longer than till to-morrow. 
many years past. | will not run the risk of weary- | Mr. SEWAKD. I speak only for the honore- 
| ing the Senate by detailing all the particulars of || ble Senator from Ohio, who has been visited wi h 
this remarkable colloquy, though it would be quite || the severest affiiction that can betall a member of 
easy to do so, and though the conversation which || the human eer 
occurred was not at all of a confidential character. || Mr. BUTLER suggested that the question was 
It is sufficient, for my present purpose, to say, that | not debatable. : 
| my friend, Governor Smith, is the projector of a || Mr. BERRIEN, Will the honorable Senator 
scheme which I think very highly of, and which || from South Carolina allow me? 1 am not about to 
I hope may yet, with the aid of the honor- || debate this question, but wish to address myseif to 
| able Senator from New York, and his philan- || the honorable Senator from New York. hen, he 
| thropic allies in the North, be at some early day || made his motion, the honoralle Senator from New 
carried into execution; that this is a scheme for || Jersey (Mr. Dayton] wished to make a very brief 
colonizing all the free negroes of the southern || statement to the Senate of his objections to the bill. 
Mr. SEWARD. 1 withdraw my motion. 
the eastern States supposed to sustain the closest || Mr. DAYLON. I have no disposition at the 
affinity with this part of our southern population; || present moment of ume, or at any other time, to 
that this plan of colonization from the South to || take the precedence in any suggestions | may be 
the North would seem to have been discussed in || desirous of making of the honorable Sénator trom 
| that interview in Richmond; and that the stranger, || Ohio. 1 have no purpose, sir, of making a speech 
who was then personating a distinguished ex-gov- || upon this bill; but, being a member of the commit- 
ernor of the Empire State, was requested to state || tee from which this bill comes, and being ina mi- 
whether, if certain ship-loads of free people of co- || nority of that committee, | think it due to myself 
| lor should thereafter be sent from Virginia to New || to make a very few suggestions in réference to 
York, this living cargo was likely to be kindly re- |, objectionable features in the bill. I will either do 
ceived, and comfortably provided for. ‘ihe iilus- it now or at some other time that may suit the 
trious visitant is reported to have responded | Senate. 
promptly and earnesily in the affirmative; and he || Mr.SEWARD. | will give one word of ex- 
is said to have added, that the State of New York | planation, if the Senate will allow me. 1 had not 
had suffered exceedingly for several years past, | intended to make this motion on vehalf of the hon- 
from the enormous influx of immigrants from for- || orable Senator from Ohio, until the close of the 
| eign shores; that the evil was every day multiply- | debate, and it was not ll the honorable Senator 


‘ 


I understand that the motion is 
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stricken, and cruelly unprovided for, as many of || ing, and had, in fact, become a moat serious | from Florida rose to bring some other business 
them are known to be,) nor to persons of his own 
race ond complexion—nor even to the really suffer- 
ing and unhappy. No, sir, the honorable Senator 


be very much pleased to have ail the ships which | [ was under to the honorable Senator from Ohio 


| social grievance; and that, for one, he should | before the Senate that | considered the obligavion 
| might be sent from Virginia thus freighted with || imperative upon me. 
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Mr. DAYTON. Iam willing to copsame the 
few moments which remain in stating the objections 
I have to this bill. ma objections—— 

Mr. BADGER. if the honorable Senator | 
give way to a motion to adjourn? 

Mr. DAYTON assented. 

On motion, the further consideration of the sub- 
ject was then postponed until to-morrow. 

Mr. BA 
yielded to 





Mr. DAWSON, who moved that the Senate go | 
into Execative session; which motion was agreed | 


0. 

The Senate accordingly proceeded to the consid-— 
eration of Executive business; and after some time | 
80 spent, the doors were reopened, and 

The Senate adjourned. 


a 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvuespay, January 29, 1850. 
The House met at twelve o’clock. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. | 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

The SPEAKER proceeded to call the Commit- 
tees for reports, when 
Mr. BAYLY, from the Committee of Waysand | 
Means, reported the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 


authorized to employ a clerk, at the usual rate of compensa- || 


tion. 

The resolution having been read, 

Mr. BAYLY said he would merely remark that 
up to this time he had been discharging the duty 
ef clerk and chairman, a combination of duties | 
which had never been discharged by any other 
chairman. The resolution was adopted. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, from the | 
Committee on the Judiciary, reported a bill to re- 
fund the fine imposed on the late Dr. Thomas | 
Coéper under the sedition law, to his legal repre- | 
sentatives; which was read twice by its title, re- | 


ferred to the Committee of the Whole House, | 


and ordered to be printed. 
Also, on motion by Mr. T., the said committee | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


tary Affairs, made an adverse report on the me- 






morial of Joshua H. King, praying compensation 


| for using his improved stock-turning machine; 


which was orderd to lie of the table and be 


| printed. 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, from the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs, reported a bill for the re- 


| lief of Joshua Follensby and B. F. Isherwood, 
ER moved an adjournment; but || 
|| ferred to the Committee of the Whole House, and 


and for other purposes; which was read twice, re- 


| ordered to be printed. 


Mr. LA SERE, from the Committee on Naval || 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of the captors || 
of the frigate Philadelphia; which was read twice, | 
referred to the Committee of the Whole House, || 

and ordered to be 


rinted. 


On motion by Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, the 


‘| Committee on Commerce was discharged from the | 


further consideration of the petition of Robert 


| James, asking for the privilege of importing cer- 


| 


tain articles free of duty, and it was ordered to lie 


| on the table, 
C4 motion by Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, the | 
‘| game committee was discharged from the further 
consideration of the memorial of Ichabod Goodwin || 


and others, of Portsmouth, New Hampshire, re- 
monstrating against abandoning the meridian of 
Greenwich; and it was referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. 


On motion by Mr. McL., the same committee | 
was discharged from the further consideration of | 


the memorial of the citizens of St. Louis, pray- 


ing for the establishment of a commercial road | 
| between the western limits of Missouri and Cali- | 


fornia on the Pacific Ocean; and it was referred to 


| the Committee on Roads and Canals. 


i] 


RECIPROCITY OF TRADE. 
Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, from the Com- 


_ mittee on Commerce, reported a bill to admit cer- 


was discharged from the further consideration of || 
the petition of George Collier and William G. Pe-.|| 


ters, praying payment ofa draft drawn by Gov- || 
cuieent aad it ites on || tee on Foreign Affairs was discharged from the 


ernment, and it was referred to the Committee on | 
Claims. 

Also, on motion by Mr. T., the same committee | 
was discharged from the further consideration of | 


the memorial of the citizens of Eddyville, Ken- |, 


tucky, for an appropriation to repair the dam at 
the head of Cumberland Island, and it was referred | 
to the Committee on Commerce. 


*'Mr. DUNHAM, from the Committee of Claims, } 


| 
| 


ii 


reported a bill for the relief of Gideon Walker, | 
which was read twice, committed to the Com- 


mittee of the Whole House, and ordered to be || 


printed, 

On motion by Mr. DANIEL, the Committee of | 
Claims was discharged from the further consider- 
ation of the petition of Elisha Taylor and L. B. 
Mizner, late officers, of thes land office at De- 
troit, praying that the existing law for locating 
military land warrants be altered; and it was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. D. also, from the same committee, made an | 
adverse report on the petition of Henry Disbrow; 
which was ordered to lie on the table and be | 
printed. 

Mr, McLEAN, of Kentucky, from the Com- 





mittee of Claims, made an adverse report on the | 


petition of William Osborne, for compensation for 
fighting the Indians; which was ordered to lie on 
the table and be printed. 

On motion of Mr. BURT, the Committée on 
Military Affairs was discharged from the further | 
consideration of the memorial adopted by the Soci- | 
ety of Friends, asking for the abolition of the army | 
and navy and military school at West Point, and the | 
abandonment of the fortifications, on the ground 
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| 


tain articles of the growth or production of Cana- 
da into the United States free of duty, on condi- 


tion that similar articles the growth and production || 
| of the United States be admitted into Canada free 
of duty; which was read twice and referred to the | 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the |) 


Union, and ordered to be printed. 


On motion by Mr. HARALSON, the Commit- | 


further consideration of the memorial of Henry J. 
Turner, the assignee, heir, and Jegal representative 


of Henry W. Turner, deceased, for compensation | 


for the seizure and sale of the ship Vigilant; and 


it was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. || 
Mr. BUEL, from the Committee on Foreign || 


Affairs, made an adverse report on the memorial 
of Eustace Barron and others, praying compensa- 
tion for the schooner William and cargo, which 


| was captured and confiscated as a lawful prize at 
Monterey, in California, during the Mexican war; || 


which was ordered to lie on the table and be 
printed. 

Mr. SILVESTER, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions, made adverse reports on 
the petitions of Mary Woods, the widow of Hugh 
Woods, and Henry Johnson and Nathan Corey; 
which were severally ordered to lie on the table 
and be printed. : 

Mr. WALDO, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Pensions, made adverse reports on the 
name of Abigail Fanning, the widow of John 


| Fanning, and the petition of Robert Beach, for in- || 
| crease of pension; which were severally ordered 


to lie on the table and be printed. 
Mr. SACKETT, from the Committee on Rev- 


| Olutionary Pensions, made an adverse report on 


the petition of David Bell, praying for a share of 
the pension granted to the heirs of Jesse Bell; 


| which was ordered to lie on the table, and be 


printed. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, from the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs, reported a bill for the re- 
lief of Jesse Sutton; which was read twice, re- 


of the sinfuloess of war; and it was ordered to lie || ferred to the Committee of the Whole House, and 


on the table, : | 
BREVET RANK=—RETIRED LIST. 


|| ordered to be 


| 


rinted. 


Mr. WALDEN, from the Committee on Inva- 


|| lid Pensions, made an adverse report in the case 


Mr. B. also, from the same committee, reported || of Charles Allen, asking for a pension; which was 
a bill to regulate brevet rank and to relieve re- |! ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 
tired disabled officers of the army ; which was || 
read twice, committed to the Committee of the || 


Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered to 


be printed. 


On motion by Mr. LEFFLER, the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions was discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the memorial of Lou Davis, 
and it was referred to the Committee on Naval 


Mr. CARTER, from the Committee on Mili- |! Affairs. 





SSE 
MILEAGE OF MEMBERS. 
Mr. SWEETSER, from the 
Mileage, reported the following 
resolution : » 
Whereas, the answers of members to the ci 
dressed to ‘them by the chairman of the Galton, = 
Mileage, asking information as to the route by them traveled 
| to the seat of Government, and the probabie distance ~ 
intone the committce having doubts as to the rule they 
shoul pt in computing the mileage of members. ; 
| adoption of the following resolution : rata bagel 
| Resolved, That the Committee on Mileage be 
| to compute the mileage of members upon the ne 





‘ 


Committee on 
preamble and 





instructed 

arest mail 

Ment con. 

|| veyances run from the residences of members to the Seat of 
Government. 


|}; route upon Which mail coaches or other conver 


|| Mr. FITCH said, that the present law was well 
|| known to be extremely defective and unjust in its 
| operation ; yet, while the law was in force, he 
|| entertained no doubt of the proper duty of the 
|| committee. As such doubts, however, were ey. 
|| tertained, and had been presented to the commit. 
|, tee, they had thought proper to direct the presenta. 
tion of this resolution, for the purpose of obtain. 
| ing an expression from the House. Its adoption 
| would place a construction upon the law which 
the committee would esteem binding. A _refyga! 
| to adopt it would leave the committee no alterna. 
| tive (and he was not prepared to say a majority 
|, desired any) than action under that construction 
|| placed upon it by precedent—the previous action 
|| of the House and committees. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, said, as to the 
| resolution which had been reported he imagined 
there could be no difference of opinion whatever, 
|| The course pursued for a great number of years 
| was the course which he presumed every gentleman 
here would be in favor of continuing. For one, he 
' was not disposed to serve here for a less sum than 
| that which had been paid to those who had pre- 
| ceded him on this floor, nor did he believe that the 
| gentlemen, members of the House, received one 
|| solitary cent too much for their services; but there 
|| were ample evidences to show that those who had 
| been here in former years, and had left this scene, 
| had gone home impoverished. 
| He moved to lay the resolution on the table, 
/and he hoped the vote would be regarded as an 
| expression of the opinion of the House in refer- 
|| ence to the attempt in this way to put a construc- 
| tion on the law so as to compute the mileage of 
| members by the shortest mail route. 
|| Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, appealed to the gen- 
| tleman from Arkansas to withdrawehis motion. 
Mr. JOHNSON replied, that if he should with- 
draw it, it would fairly give opportunity for in- 
dulging an extraordinary amount of Buncombe 
|| debate. And as he had a profound contempt for 
‘| everything of that kind, especially when it came 
|| in conflict with justice and the rights of members, 
|| he was diepeaed to insist upon his motion. 
The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
|| Arkansas withdraw his motion to lay on the ta- 


ble? 

| Mr. JOHNSON. I adhere to it. 
The resolution was again read. 

|| And the question being on the motion to lay on 
| the table— 
|| Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, said he de- 
| sired to ask one question, which was perfectly in 
y order: Was the resolution intended to put a con- 
| struction upon the law which should be binding 
| upon this House, and not upon the Senate? 
The SPEAKER interposed, reminding the gen- 
| tleman from Mississippi that debate was not in 
| order. 
| Mr. THOMPSON. I desire to know whether 
|| the report is in the form of a joint resolution? 
|| The SPEAKER. It isnot a joint resolution. 
| Mr. SWEETSER asked the gentleman from 
\| Arkansas to withdraw his motion. 
|| Mr. JOHNSON replied that he had already de- 
| clined to withdraw it for several gentlemen; and, 
| without intending any discourtesy to the gentle: 
|| man, he could not withdraw the motion. 

Mr. GOODENOW asked the yeas and nays. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, called for tellers 
| upon the demand for the yeas and nays. 








Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Evans of 
| Maryland and Peck were appointed, who report- 
| ed more than one-fifth of the members present V0 
| ting in the effirmative. 
the yeas and nays were ordered. 


Mr. McLEAN, of Kentucky, inquired of the 


Chair what would be the effect of the resolution’ 
If it were adopted woul? it amount to anything ' 
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“The SPEAKER replied that the Chair could 
ot answer the gentleman from Kentucky. It 
cai be a proper question to address to the Com- 
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gaa aoe <= Saeco 
Mr. CARTER, The gentleman can have that || uncalled for. No such reflection was made or de- 
gratification in a moment. ; signed. The facts set forth in the preamble actu- 


The amendment of Mr. Carter having been | aily existed. The answers were indefinite. Some 


idles. read (as above)—_ : | members had given two or e rout nd Id 
mike question was taken and decided in the neg- || Mr. ROOT. Will my colleague allow me to | not say which was the most usually traveled, No 


| 
ative—yeas 57, nays 132. make one suggestion ? , blame was attached to members for this. They 


a rs ee ee 





en Mr. Bowxtn’s name was called, he said Mr. CARTER. Afier I get through. | stated facts. The committee had d the sa 
Bovine vote ‘‘aye’’ if permitted. But having Mr. CARTER said he agreed with the gentle- li im the preamble. cae er 
aired off he did not feel at liberty to vote.) man from Arkansas, [Mr. Jounson,] thatthemem-| Mr. SWEETSER (resuming) stated that the 
So the House refused to lay the resolution on the || bers of this body—or at least a portion of them— } replies given to the Committee on Mileage of 
table. were no more than paid for their services and sac- | members living within forty miles of each other, 
The question recurring on the adoption of the || rifices here. But the gentleman must also be im- | showed a difference in their estimates of the dis- 
resolution— . pressed with this truth, that while a member in tance of somé 400 miles. 
Mr. GORMAN moved the following amend- || this body from Mississippi or from Texas was re-| The truth (he proceeded to say) was, that the 
- pent: ceiving two thousand two hundred dollars mileage, | attention of the country had been called to what 
“Phat the Committee on Mileage be instructed to com- || & genuieman from New York or from Virginia, | were believed to be abuses in regard to this matter 
pute the mileage in accordance with the express language || whose services were equally valuable to the na- | of mileage, and the committee had under consid- 


; it: * / ually traveled route || | : . : : 
of the law, to wit: “By the most neually traveled rout eration the expediency of reporting a bill to rem- 


ag | tion, whose time was equally consumed, was hot 
from the residence o/ members to the Capitol.” {| ? 4q y , 


The SPEAKER. Does the Chair understand || receiving one-fourth part of thatsum. ‘The object |} edy these abuses, designed not to apply to the 
e SPE . || 


of his amendment was not to cut down the pay | present Congress, but to future Congresses and 
. : 1] ¥ , ’ sand to 
the gentleman from Indiana to move to strike out | of members of Congress. He repudiated any | the members of both Houses. . 
the report of the Committee on Ser insert |! such motive. But it was to regulate the re- | 


in lieu thereof the proposition which he makes? |ward of members of Congress according to 
—\ COR NERUOEC of Mlinslarips enlina forthe | equity. There were under the law, as it now 
Mr. ’ ’ 


The object of the resolution was, that the Com- 
|| mittee might be informed of the construction which 
| the House desired them to place upon thelaw. For 


| stood, aS many distinctions in the pay of mem- | himself, he was prepared to take an onsibili- 
reading again of the preamble. | bers on this floor, as there were members; and || ty which might fall upon him, in atone 
The preamble was read. : 1 | those distinctions did not grow out of equity. The | thissuggestion. Attention had been called to it re- 
Mr. INGE called for the reading of the resolu- | gentleman who performed his travel from Texas |’ peatedly in that section of country from which 
tion. i d d d | to this Capitol performed it with but eight or ten | he came by the press and from other sources, and 
The resolution and amen oes ee “+ hell days more of sacrifice of ume, and with perhaps | it was considered that there should be some law to 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, suid he equalize the pay of Members of Congress, and 


% © | the sacrifice of one hundred deilars more of money 
thought the amendment unnecessary, for it mere- || than the man who proceeded to the Capitol from | make it equitable. This, he believed, was the 
ly conformed to the existing law. He had called || the city of New York or fi the State of Ohio: ; ? ad 
y || the city o w York or from the State 10; sentiment of the great mass of the people in all 
sections of the country. He was not disposed to 


for the reading of the preamble, because he had and yet when he received his pay, he receipted for 
thought, and still thought, that the preamble | two thousand two hundred dollars, while the other || treat this subject with any Buncombe purpose but 
was a reflection upon every member on the floor. only receipted for about four hundred dollars. || he deemed it proper and necessary that gome ac- 
He supposed that the reply of every member to || While he was willing to unite with the gentleman || tion should be taken by Congress to reform the 
the Committee on Mileage had been, that he had | from Arkansas, not to vote down the pay of mem- || existing abuses in regard to mileage. 
traveled by the usual route from his residence to | bers on this floor below an equitable compensa- Mr. ROOT said he must say, and with all 
this city, and that he had stated what the usual ! tion, a compensation sufficient to sustain them and || respect to the Committee on Mileage, that this 
route was; for, whatever was the usual route, the || their families while they were performing their | was a most strange report trom such a body of 
mileage reckoned by it was the vested right of the | public duties, he would vote, and insist upon it, | men. A strange recommendation to come from 
members. The law allowing mileage vested in | that there should be a rule adopted by which there || a standing committee of this House! What did 
the members of each House their right to pay. || should be no unequal distinction drawn between || it propose? Nothing less than the repeal in effect, 
members of Congress. || so far as the members of this House were con- 


It was a vested right; and no law could be made || 
which was retroactive in its character. But he The Committee on Mileage was the appro- || cerned, of a standing law—a law which had ex- 





would not insi upon that point. 

What he did insist upon was, that the preamble 
should be stricken out. He wanted no reflection 
upon the members of this body, because it was a 
body of honorable men. 


mittee on Mileage, nor did he believe they would 
attempt to create confusion, in order to get their 
pay for one mile more than they were entitled to 


under the law. He would believe nothing“6f the || 


kind until it was proved upon some individual 


member, and he certainly would not vote to cast an | 


imputation upon the members of this body en 
masse 


table for another reason. He did object particu- 
larly to attempting to adopt a construction to be 
binding upon the members of this House and not 
of the Senate. All members of Congress were 
ee by law, and if their pay were to be regulated 
y any new construction of law, let that construc- 
tion be binding upon all—the members of both 
Houses. If there werea necessity for an amend- 
ment of the law, he would unite with gentlemen 
upon any fair, just amendment. He knew that 
this subject of mileage was a subject of com- 
plaint in all parts of the Union. Let the Com- 
mittee on Mileage go about this matter in the 
proper way. Lét them reporta fair, just law, 


which should be binding at both ends of the Capi- | 


tol—upon both Jew and Gentile—and he would 


that change to apply to only one branch of Con- 
gress—be it ever so well calculated to catch the 
crowd, be it ever so ad captandum—he would not 


e did not believe | 
they would attempt to cheat or deceive the Com- || 





But he had voted to lay the resolution on the || 





vote for it; but for any resolution by which it was ponte: 


sought to change the construction of a law, and || 





| priate organ to bring forward that reformauon, 


With it there would be an end of this matter. So 


| long as this inequality existed—so long as this | 


so long would the subject of mileage continue to 
be agitated. Andas long asa member received 
$2,200 or $2,300 for his travel from Texas to this 


| Capitol, the people would inquire what he did as || of which he had voted at every session—certainly 
a consideration for that reward; and they wouldbe | 

answered by the fact, that he4ook his position ina | 
state room of a steamboat on the Mississippi river | 


| and smoked his cigar for it. 


He repeated that the motive of lis amendment— 


| which he hoped his friend and colleague [Mr. | 
SweerTseR} would consider as pursuing the objecthe | 


(Mr. S. ]had in view—was to charge the Committee 


on Mileage with the duty of reporting a bill which | 
should equalize the pay of members on this floor, | 
he hoped would commend itself to the || 


and whic 
favor of the House. 


this floor; but he had not expected that any gen- 
tleman would rise in his place and charge that the 


The gentleman from Mississippi 
(Mr. Tompson] certainly must have misconceived 
that preamble when he put such a construction 


members to the Committee on Mileage he would 


There were differences of opinion among mem- 
bers. 


| report something that would be effective. 
Mr. SWEETSER said, that, in reporting the || 


resolution which he had been instructed by the | 
Committee on Mileage to report, he had antici- | 
pated that some feeling would be occasioned upon | 


He could say to the gentleman, that if he | 
had examined the replies which had been made by | 


It was not ‘his place here to point them out | 


| isted thirty years—and that by a resolution of this 
| House, which was to have effect only upon the 
is || members of this House! The country was aroused 
arbitrary distincuion was drawn between members, || on this subject of mileage, and a standing com- 
|| mittee of this House came and asked—what? 


|| That a law, which he (Mr. Reot,) admitted to be 


unfair and unequal, and for the repeal or alteration 


every Congress in which he had been here— 
should be construed, and the great difficulty gotten 
rid of by a simple resolution. In his humble 
opinion such a resolution would be utterly nuga- 
tory; it would not have the effect of quieting the 
clamor which was said to exist all over the land. 

He had voted against laying the resolution on 
the table because he desired that there should be 
some action on the subject. He hoped that the 
House would recommit the resolution to the Com- 
mitteé on Mileage, with instructions to them to 
Every 


man who examined the subject at all, must see 


| that the present mode of computing mileage was 
_ unequal and unfair. 


But he did not admit that if 
this resolution could have the effect—which it 


| could not—of repealing or changing the law, that 


| the system proposed by it would be any more 
preamble was an imputation upon the members of || 


‘| this House. 


equal or fair. There were many things which 
ought to be done m relation not only to the mile- 


|, age, but also to the per diem of members, to reg 
| ulate the matter equally and fairly. 


‘ And he 
must say it was with some little surprise he had 
heard certain gentlemen expressing their natisfac- 


| tion at this proposition of the Commitiee on Mile- 


have found the facts stated in that preamble. | age, whom he had the misfortufe not to see in 


their seats for a week together, during the present 


vote \ a session, but who, let him tell es ouse, took 
> ; : aaa ; : di 
wil: CARTER moved he fllowingameniment | 1 mike Surus detects heres meres | Seats mt tht rt shold nt de 
€ amendment: in regard to their construction of the law. That Mr. SWEETSER interposed and asked his 
tartan atti Coen eae ta net hereby || there were differences of opinion in regard to the || colleague to be good enough to mention the indi- 

members of Unaigiten, ke Tar ne the pelrageren hr ong ra ~My | construction of the law, no man could doubt. i viduais to whom he referred. 
to the actual and necessary time and expense involved in|, Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, interposed, | Mr. ROOT said he did not refer to his colleague. 
oo to and from the Capitol, and otherwise toequalize || and inquired if all the members had not replied to | That was as much as he {Mr. S.] had any right 
“ae of members. the committee, stating what was the usual route? | to inquire about. (A laugh.) The yeas and nays, 
r. FITCH sopeies to the Mr. FITCH (Mr. Sweersenr further yielding) | and the recording of culls of the House would 


Ohio to yield, to allow him a word of explanation stated that the charge made upon the Committee | show who they were. They had found it very 
in reply toa remark of the gentleman from Mis- || on Mileage by the gentleman from Mississippi | common for gentlemen to pair off to be gone a 
‘issippi, [Mr. Tuompson. } | {Mr. Tompson] of reflecting upon members was || week or two as convenient, with the understand- 





ntleman from |) 
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pleasure; yet when these gentlemen went to the 
office of the Sergeant-at-Arms to receive their per 
diem, they did not insist upon a deduction being 
mude for their absence. And it freqifently hap- 
pened that those were the most absent from their 


seats, who lived nearest the Capitol, and who || 


made the most fuss about other fulks’ mileage. 

Gentlemen said, let the mileage be reckoned 
by the nearest mail route. Did anybody sup- 
pose that this would operate as a fair rule? The 
proposition of his colleague from the Stark dis- 
trict, (Mr. Carter,] if he (Mr. C5 would have 
listened to him at the time he had asked, and 
would have modified his amendment as he (Mr. 
R.) would have suggested, would accomplish the 
object of remedying, as near as could be, the evils 
of the present system. He (Mr. R.) thought that 
merabers should be paid for the necessary time 
and expense by the most expeditious route; not 
for the time and expense actually incurred, for a 
man might be a month on his way, and spend it 
very pleasantly; but for the time necessarily em- 
ployed, and the expenses necessarily incurred by 
the most expeditious route, let him actually travel 
what route he might. That was the only fair rule. 
There were men who did not reside over 400 or 
500 miles distant, who could not reach here—say 
frotn sume parts of Virginia or Tennessee—in 
. the fall of the year, or go home at the end of the 
short session in the spring, in léas than eight days, 
and there were others who could travel the same 
distance, by the most direct route from their resi- 
dences, in thirty-six hours. His colleague [Mr. 
Sweerser] resided some 450 miles distant. 

Mr. SWEETSER. Five hundred. 

Mr. ROOT. No; not by the post office book 
or by Horace Greely. [A laugh.}] His colleague’s 
constituents were ‘‘aroused.’’ They would set- 
tle that matter of fifty miles. The distance to Bos- 
ton was some 450 or 500 miles—about the sume 
distance. Now, his colleague must start by the 
most direct route the 23d of November, making 
provision for delays by treaking down of coaches, 
and other contingencies of travel over corduroy 
roads, pole bridges, mud turnpikes, &c., to be sure 
to be here at the opening of the session to draw 
his seat. 

Mr. SWEETSER aaid, it took only three days 
to reach here from his residence. There was a 
very good Macadamized road frum Columbus. 

Mr. ROOT replied that he had once traveled 
from hia residence (Sandusky) to Pittsburg—and 
they went every hour the mail went—when it 
took four days. Now his colleague would often 
require emht days to travel four hundred and fifty 
or tive hundred miles to this Capitol, for which, 
and return, he would receive some $450, while 
a gentleman from Boston, who traveled the 
same distance very easily and quietly, in thirty-six 
hours, received the same amount. ‘Take the case 
of a gentleman from New York city: he got into 
the cars at Jersey city at night, and the next 
morning arrived in this city and went up to the 
Sergeant-at-Arms’s office and drew his $200, for 
both ways, or $100 for one night’s travel; and 
they would be sure to find him prompt, decided, 
conscientious on this question of the most direct 
route. (Laughter.) ‘lake one from Albany: he | 
reckoned in the Hudson river on his route, and 
he was equally well accommodated by the most 
direct mail route. Now he would like to have one 
of these gentlemen—and he did not mean to wish 
them harm—once in therr lives earn $100 by riding 
in a two-horse mail-coach in* Ohio, across their 
prairies and through their swamps. Would they 
—would anybody pretend there was any equality, 
any fairness in this mode of reckoning by the 
moat direct route? He could think of no so equal 
and jast plan—end he believed a large majority of 
the House would concur im this view—.s that of 
regulating the compensation by making a sufficient 
allowance to defray a gentleman’s necessary ex- 
penses, and to pay him reasonably for his time ne- 
ceasarily employed in traveling by the most ex- 
peditious route. He wished his, colleague (Mr. 
Caater} would consent so to modify his amend- 
ment a8 tO muve lv re-conmit this resolution to 
the Commitee on Mileage, with anstructions to 
therm ta repert such a bill—a vil which should af- 
fect members at both ends of the Capitol; for he 
(Mr. R.) would never vore to place a construction 
upon the law to apply to this House and not to 
the Senate. 


| 


| 
| 


ing that they might double the furlough at their 
} 








THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


- His colleague [Mr. Sweerser) bad said he was 
not desirous of escaping responsibility. The 
responsibility was indeed great for reporting such 
a resolution. He (Mr. R.) knew not what replies 
the committee might have received-from the dif- 


| ferent members. 


Mr. FITCH interposed and said, they had re- 


| ceived none from the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
| Roor.] 


Mr. ROOT. The gentleman is mistaken. 
Mr. SWEETSER (to Mr. Fitcn.) Yes. My 
colleague [Mr. Root] has replied to the committee. 
I have his reply. ‘lhe gentleman from Indiana, 
(Mr. Frrcu,] the chairman of the committee, has 
not seen it. 

Mr. ROOT (continuing) said that showed the 
chairman of the committee was not entirely in- 
formed upon this subject. He did not know what 





the gentleman had seen and what he had not seen. || 


He knew perfectly well that he (Mr. R.) had re- 
ceived his letter and that he had replied. 

Mr. SWEETSER. Will my colleague allow 
me to read his reply ? 
Mr. RUOT. If my colleague will send it here 

I will read it. 

(Mr. Sweerser sent the letter to Mr. Roor, by | 
whom it was read. The reporter has not the letter. | 
It stated in substance that he (Mr. Root) did not 
know the distance of his place of residence from 
the Capitol, but that the usually traveled route was 
from Sandusky to Buffalo, thence to Albany, and 
so to New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, to Wash- 


—— 

Mr. ROOT (continuing) said, he had stated 
what was the ‘‘ usually traveled’’ route. The 
exact distance he did not know norcare. The 
committee could ascertain that from the post office 
books, or from any other source. 

Now if his colleague (Mr. Sweerser) had 
founded the report upon that kind of correspond- 
ence, he was surry for it. [A laugh.] If the com- 
mittee had been constantly bothered by that kind of 
uncertainty, he was not surprised that such a reso- 
lutionshould have emanated from them. He begged 
leave to say that the business of that committee 
was to know about distances, and it could be no 
great trouble for them to ascertain the distance from 
Sandusky via Buffalo, Albany, New York, Phila- 
adelphia, and Baltimore, to Washirgton. 

Mr. FITCH (interposing) said, the gentleman 
seemed to suppose that the preamble had been re- 
ported with reference to his (Mr. Root’s] answer 
alone, whereas it had not been seen by the com- 
mittee; and the answer of the gentleman was such 


| 
as if received from all would have been satisfac- | 


tory to the committee. 
Mr. ROOT said he was very glad that the gen- 
tleman from Indiana, the chairman of the commit- 


tee, had made this statement acquitting him (Mr. | 


R.) of all equivocation on the subject. With 
what ground, then, had all this flourish been 


to read that letter? [A laugh.] 

He repeated that he wished the resolution re- 
committed to the committee, with instructions to 
report a bill which should operate upon both 
Houses, and furnish an equitable mode of comput- 
ing mileage ; or else that the House should them- 
selves take the matter in hand, change the resolu- 
tion to a joint resolution, and alter its effect 


most expeditious route. If his colleague (Mr. 


| Carter] would so modify his motion to recom- | 


mit, it would be satisfactory to him, (Mr. R.,) and 
he believed to the House. 

Mr. CARTER asked his colleague if the gen- 
eral instructions he proposed did not embrace the 
object desired by him [Mr. Root)? He proposed 
to allow for the time and expenses actually in- 
curred. r 

Mr. ROOT suggested that his colleague insert 
the word * necessarily.’’ 

Mr. CARTER assented, and so modified his 
amendment. 

Mr. ROOT having concluded— 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, claimed this 
mileage question as an old acquaintance. It had 
been frequently before the House, and had pro- 
duced a great deal of unnecessary excitement. A 
great deal of excitement had always been got 
up whenever the subject had been mooted. He 
was much surprised to hear the gentleman from 


ananassae 


made by his colleague (Mr. Sweetser] asking him | 
| 


} 


so as to provide a fair mode of computation, | 
which, he thought, would be by allowing for the | 
| time and expenses necessarily incurred by the | 


Ohio [Mr. Sweersgr] state that his 
were much excited on this subject 
almost as much surprised at that 
was at the resolution itself which had 
ported from the ~committee. The 
companying the resolution conve 
tion on the members of the House. 
Mr. FITCH disclaimed any such intention 
the part of the committee. oe 
_ Mr. eae said he a not speak as to the 
intention of the committee, but as to th 
of the resolution itself. © language 
Mr. FITCH. The language of the resolution 
contained no such imputation. 
| Mr. BROWN said it did. The preamble alleged 
that members had been indefinite in their replies to 
| the queries of the committee; and he desired to re. 
| spond to this imputation. He recognized no such 
right in the Committee on Mileage, as the right of 
making such inquiries of members. It was the 
i o- ofthe committee to derive the information 
they desired concerning the distances of routes 


from other sources than from the members them. 


constituents 
- He was 
statement as he 


been re- 
reamble ac. 
an impute. 


selves. He had replied to the questions which had 
been propounded to him by the committee, What 
other members had answered he could not under. 
take to say. He had sent in his reply. He asked 
that the preamble accompaning the resolution be 
read. 

The preamble was then read as follows: 

“ Whereas, the answers of members to the circular ad. 
dressed to them by the chairman of the Committee on Mile. 
age, asking for information as to the ruute by them traveled 
to the seat of Government, and the probable distance, are 
indefinite,’ &e., &c. 

Well, sir, an indefinite answer is equivalent to 
no answer atall. He did answer the inquiries of 
the committee, and in definite language, as to the 
route by which he had traveled to Washington, 
If there had been anything indefinite in the replies 
of other members, why not state whose replies 
were of that character? Was it supposed that 
any member would desire to shrink from the re- 
sponsibility of admitting it? And why was it stated 
that any replies had been indefinite and unsatisfac- 
tory, if it was not so? He desiged to vindicate 
himself from this imputation. TI® committee had 
no right to put the questions to members. He 
had given a definite reply; but he did not admit 
the right of the committee to go to members to 
make the inquiries to which answers ought to be 
obtained from other sources. He did not desire that 
his responses should be filtered through the Com- 
mittee on Mileage, and afterwards sent to the 
Sergeant-at-Arms. If he were to have the respon- 
sibility of deciding the distance he had traveled, he 
would prefer to go directly to the Sergeant-at-Arms 


The committee had no right to propound the 


! on his own responsibility. 


| questions to him, and then to complain that they 
were not answered. He took it that every mem- 
ber had a right to put his construction on the law, 
and to be paid according to that construction. 
There could be no difficulty in that, as there could 
be but one construction of the law, which pro- 
vided that members should be paid for the dis- 
tance by the nearest traveled route. Yet gentle- 
men talked as if that was difficult to be compre- 
hended, The existing lay prescribed by what 
route the distance was to be computed. What 
| necessity, then, was there for putting questions (0 
| decide this point? The object of the resolution 
| was to put a construction on the law which no 
|| member could put upon it. The law says, “by 
the usual traveled route.”” The resolution say’, 
|| “by the usual mail route;” and that was 4 very 
|| different thing. It was not for the committee, by 
| a new construction, to change the effect of the law. 
|| He cared but little about the matter. His resi- 
|| dence was in a part of the country the most re 
| mote from Washington, and his case was brought 
| before the public last session, and subjected to 
comment by a member from New York, who - 
it to his newspaper in that city for the purpose ° 
| getting up an excitement. But it produced no ex 
|| citement, and he was happy to find that the peopl¢ 
| were not to be thrown into excitement on su 
trivial subjects, but that they reserved ie 
for really important questions. 
i; Mr. FITCH said, be should not attempt an an 
| swer at any length to the gentleman from Missi 
_sippi. Most of his remarks were made under 

















misconception of the preamble to the resolution 
That preambie, as he (Mr. 





Frreu) had alread) 
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